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FOREWORD 


Inthe year 1947, between half a million and one million 
“Muslims—men, women and children—were murdered In the 
‘Punjab and Kashmir State by Hindus and Sikhs. Some were 
murdered In Delhi and the other parts of India. Five million of 
‘those who escaped these genocidal massacres were chased out of 
‘their homes ; and dispossessed of their lands, their household 
goods, their ploughs and their cattle found refuge In Pakistan. 


Most of this destruction took place In a few weeks. It was 
swift and widespread because It was planned. The manufacture 
-and collection of arms had been going on fora long time. Two 
vast secret armies, the AKAL FAU] of the Sikhs and the RSSS 
‘of the Hindus, had been organized for it. Many Hindu and Sikh 
political leaders were at the back of it. So were many Hindus and 
Sikhs among the officials, the police and the army. So were the 
‘rulers of Sikh States In the Punjab and the Maharaja of Kashmir. 


This Is one of'a series of booklets describing the plan and how 


{twas executed. The series consists of five such booklets. They 
are— 
1. NOTE ON THE SIKH PLAN, an account of the secret 
preparations of the Sikhs. _ - 


' 2° RSSS (Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh), or the actlvities 
of the secret terrorist Hindu organization in the Punjab. 


3 THE SIKHSIN ACTION, showing the Sikh Plan In actual 
operation. . 


4. TRIBAL REPERCUSSIONS, or what led the tribal Pathans 


of the north-west frontier to come to the aid of the people of 
Kashmir. 


5. KASHMIR BEFORE ACCESSION, showing why the people 
of Kashmir rebelled against the Maharaja’s government, what 
he did to suppress them and why he acceded to India. 


These accounts have been prepared from authentlc records 
‘and from the statements of eye-witnesses. They are for the most 


part, purely factual. They contain no speculation and the 
‘minimum of comment. 
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account of how the Sikh Plan was put 


This note gives an 
The events covered by it are spread 


into action in the Punjab. 
over the greater part of the year 1947. 

Although the massacres that took place in the year, over- 
whelm the purely political events of the period, it is necessary 
to recall the sequence of political events, since they were exploit- 
ed by the Sikhs to feed the flames of their hatred. They also 
gave them some unexpected opportunities for action. _ 

At the beginning of the year, we find Khizar Hyat Khan 
at the head of a coalition government supported by his own 
party of 18 (the Unionists) of whom only ten were Muslims, the 
Congress Party of 51—all Hindus and the Panthic Sikh Party 
of 23, making a total of 92. The cabinet consisted of 3 Muslims, 
-2-Hindus and one Sikh Minister. The biggest single party in 
the House—the Muslim League—with a membership of 78 
had no share in the Government. In other words, 78 out of 88 
Muslim members sat on opposition benches in the Legislature 
of a Province where the Muslims were in a majority. The 
political situation was, therefore, far from easy, and although 
the Government held its place by virtue of a parliamentary 
majority, it was not, in any real sense of the word, a popular 
Government. | 

24th Januamy—The Muslim League National Guards and 

the RSSS were declared unlawful. The latter which was always 
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partly underground became completely so and was not per- 
turbed much by the ban. The ban on the Muslim League 
National Guards was regarded by the Muslim League as a pro- 
vocative challenge by the Government and was defied. | This- 
developed into a civil disobedience movement which evoked 
widespread enthusiasm but was remarkably free from communal 
incidents and was on the whole surprisingly peaceful. 

26th February—The Muslim League agitation was called: 
off as the result of a settlement between Government and the 
Provincial Muslim League leaders. 

2nd March—The Coalition Ministry resigned. 

4ik March—The Governor took over the administration. 
of the Province under section 93 of the Government of India 
Act. 

Srd June—The Partition Plan was announced. In his 
broadcast, the Viceroy said: 

“We have given- careful consideration to the position 
of the Sikhs. This valient community forms about 
an eighth of the population of the Punjab, but they 
are so distributed that any partition of this Province- 
will inevitably divide them. Al! of us who have the 
good of the Sikh community at heart are very sorry 
to think that the partition of the Punjab which 
they themselves desire, cannot avoid splitting them 
to a greater or lesser extent. The exact degree of 


the split will be left to the Boundary Commis- 
BIOK .6m w 


In a Press conference he said: 
“TI found that the Congress had put forward a resolution. 
on the partition of the Punjab at the request of the 
Sikh community. Isent fora map with the popula- 
tion of the Sikhs marked and I was astounded to find 
that the plan which they had produced would divide 
the community into almost two equal halvse. 


bo 
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So I spent a great deal of time finding out a solution 
which would keep the Sikh community together. 
I have not been able to see any solution. But what- 
ever steps are taken, are based on the Congress resolu. 
tion on the subject which was passed at the insist- 
ance of the Sikhs.’’ 

Broadcasting on the same day as the Viceroy, Sardar Baldev 

Singh, India’s Defence Minister and a representative of the Sikhs 

said : 

“The Plan that has now been announced steers a course 
clearly above conflicting claims. It is not a compro- 
mise. I prefer to call it a settlement.” 

If this was a genuine expression of the Sikh attitude, such an 
attitude was extremely short-lived. 

23rd June—The Punjab Legislative Assembly, meeting 
in two sections (East Punjab and West Punjab), decided upon the 
partition of the Punjab. All the Muslim members voted against 
partition; all the Sikh and Hindu members, for. 

26th June—The Boundary Commission was constituted. 

Sth July—A meeting of Sikhs at Lahore, attended among 
others by the President and General Secretary of the Shiromani 
Akali Dal adopted the following resolution : 

“The Sikhs declare in unequivocal terms that partition 
of the Punjab should be effected in a manner whereby 
their integrity and solidarity is maintained and 
they get an adequate share in the canals and 
canal colonies and their sacred shrines are included 
in the Eastern Punjab. Any partition which does 
not secure this for the Sikhs will be unacceptable 
to them....” 

Similar meetings were held i in Lyallpur, Jullundur, Amritsar, 
Ludhiana, Ferozepore and in the interior of the districts, 

19th July—Giani Kartar Singh, President of the Shiromani 
Akali Dal in an interview to the A. P. L.: “It is entirely wrong 
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and against the facts that the Sikhs have also accepted the 


” 


June 3 Plan in an unquestionable (ste) manner.” 

YHA July—TVho Partition Council (New Delhi) announced 
the setting up ofa Special Military Command (Punjab Boundary 
Foree) from August Ist, covering the civil districts of Sialkot, 
Lyallpur, Montgomery, Lahore, Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Hoshiar- 
pur, dullundur, Ferozeporo and Ludhiana. Major-General 
W. Rees was nominated Military Commander. — He was charged 
to control operationally the forees of both the new States in this 
area after August 15 and was responsible through the Supreme 
Commander (Field) Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck) and the 
Joint Defence Council to the two Governments. 

Idth August—The two Dominions—India and Pakistan— 
are born. : 

Sth August—'The “Radclitie Award” is announced. The 
following extract trom “The Pakistan Times’ was typical of 
Muslim reactions : 

“In the Punjab the notional division had been unfair 
but the final award has gene much further and hack- 
ed off some of our richest tracts of land. The blow 
has been the hardest in Gurdaspur District where 
the two Muslim tehsils of Gurdaspur and Batala 
with a Muslim majority of 52:1 per cent and 55-06 
per cent, respectively, have been thrown into Hindus- 
tan along with Pathankot Tehsil, taking away from 
Pakistan the rich Muslim industrial town of Batala. 
A part of Lahore District has also been broken off. 
Radcliffe has gone to the trouble of drawing a village- 
to-village boundary, but the Ajnala Tehsil of Amritsar 
District, with a 60 per cent Muslim majority and 
contiguous to the district of Lahore has been com- 
pletely forgotten. The Tebsils of Zira and Feroze- 
pore with a clear Muslim majority have been dismise- 
ed with talk of ‘ disruption of communications’ ” 


‘ 
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2th clugust—Vhe Joint Defence Council decided to abolish 
the Punjab Boundary Force from midnight August 31-Septem- 
ber 1 and to hand over the areas covered by the Force to the 
direct’ and individual control of Pakistan and India, “as the task 
allotted to the Force for helping to maintain law and order had 
now grown out of all proportion to the responsibilities originally 


placed upon it. ” 


31st August—Quaid-i-Azam’s broadcast: “The division 
of India is now finally and irrevocably effected. No doubt 
we feel that the carving out of this great independent Muslim 
State has suffered injustices. We have been squeezed in as 
much as it was possible, and the latest blow that we have 
received was the Award of the Boundary Commission. It is 
an unjust, incomprehensible and even perverse award. It may 
. be wrong, unjust and perverse ; and it may not be a judicial 
but a political award, but we have agreed to abide by it and it 
is binding upon us. As honourable people we must abide by 
it. It may be our misfortune but we must bear up this one 
more blow with fortitude, courage and hope.” 

This was said at a time when thousands of Muslims in the 
East Punjab were being put to the sword ; hundreds of thousands 
of Muslims were being chased out of their homes; and _terror- 
stricken and destitute were making their way to Pakistan, 
uncertain whether they would reach it alive. _ 

In the ‘‘Note on the Sikh Plan” it has been shown that Sikh 
preparations on military and terrorist lines had been taken in 
hand from January with the purpose of (a) extensive sabotage 
and destruction of Muslim life and property and(b) the elimina- 
tion, if possible, of Muslims from the Sikh belt along the eastern 
border of West Punjab. Their ambition as declared by various 
spokesmen of the Shiromani Akali Dal from time to time was the 
establishment of a sovereign State from the Jumna to the Chenab. 
They claimed the Chenab as the boundary line by auto-suggest- 
ing the belief that their sacred places, Nankana Sahib and Sacha 
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Sauda, and the rich canal colonies, notably Lyallpur, should 
fall to their share irrespective of the Muslim majority in these 
trans-Ravi tracts. The Radcliffe Award deprived Pakistan 
of substantial areas in which the Muslims were in a majority, 
in utter disregard of the contiguous-majority-area-principle, 
which they firmly believed would govern the partition. Yet it 
was the Sikhs who chose to exploit the award as a frustration of 
their hopes and as inspiration for large scale massacres. 


To these facts, we may now add the following as_back- 
ground : 


(2) During the entire period of Sikh preparations, the Muslim 
League, having no share in the Government of the Province, 
were in nota position to be fully aware of the strength and scope 
of such preparations. Much less were they in a position to 
check or counter them. Till the beginning of March, there 
were Sikh and Hindu ministers in the cabinet who, as it has been 
shown in the “Note on the Sikh Plan’, were active supporters 
of the militarist and terrorist organisations of their respective 
communities, whereas the Premier, though a Muslim, lacked 
Muslim support and could hardly have had the power even if 
he had the urge, to defeat his non-Muslim colleagues’ knavery 
and thus discredit his regime in the eyes of his political 
opponents, the Muslim League. From March onwards Govern- 
ment was directly in the hands of the Governor whose confi- 
dence the Muslim League did not enjoy. 


(6) The Muslim League Party came into power on the 15th 
of August,- by which time Hindu-Sikh militarist preparations 
had long been completed, and many occasions for communal 
provocation, of which the Muslim League were enraged but 
helpless observers, had been provided. Also from this date, 
East Punjab was constitutionally under another government, 
composed of the very elements which had prepared the plans 
for the massacre of the Muslims - 
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(c) Astrido this date, i.e., from the Ist to the 31st of August, 
law and order and military operations in important and diffi- 
cult districts of the East and West Punjab, were in charge of 
the Punjab Boundary Force composed of a majority of non- 
Muslims. This Force far from being able to keep order took 


sides. 


(d) At the time when the Radcliffe Award was announced 
the Muslims in the East Punjab were completely at the mercy 
of the East Punjab Hindus and Sikhs. They were surrounded 
on all sides by murderous powers ; all direct contact between 
them and the Muslim League leadership in Pakistan had ceased. 
and they were left to their own resources. 


The Sikh Plan had been conceived in cold blood. It 
had not been conceived in retaliation, for which no grounds 
existed at the time. Once before too, when Japanese invasion 
of India was feared, the Sikh mind had felt the same stirrings 
to succeed the British as the rulers of the’ Punjab. With 
impending constitutional changes, the old ambitions were 
revived. The actual transfer of power took place on the 15th 
of August, but when on the 2nd of March, the Coalition Ministry 
of the Punjab resigned, with possibilities of the Muslim League 
succeeding to office and of their own plans receiving a set-back, 
the Sikhs could not restrain themselves. They were not sure 
that this was the time to strike a decisive blow—and in any case: 
their plans had not yet fully matured, but they could not let 
events take an unfavourable turn. “The possibility of a purely. 
Muslim League Ministry” says an official report of the period,. 
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“divided the Punjab into two Warring eamps and pitchforked 
the Sikhs and Hindus into ombarking on a dangerous experi- 
ment in lawlessness. The campaign started with a series 
of extremely militant speeches by Sikhs and Hindu leaders 
and developed into widespread communal rioting”’. 


Trouble started in Lahore on March 4th with a procession 
‘of Sikhs and Hindus shouting anti-Pakistan slogans, pulling 
down Muslim League tlags and forcing a clash with the police 
Subsequent events took the form of communal assaults. Hindu 
and Nikh students marched through the streets armed with 
kirpans and Jathis. The Sikhs took out a procession of their 
own and invaded a Muslim locality using firearms. On the 
6th Mareh, Hindu and Sikh leaders formed themselves into a 
“Council of Action” with ‘Tara Singh as President and Sachar 
(ex-Minister), Swaran Singh (ex x-Minister) and Gopi Chand 
Bhargava as members. 


The developments in Lahore were a signal for similar 
aggressiveness in other parts of the province which provoked 
retaliatory action by the Muslims in some places. The reper- 

cussions sometimes took the form of isolated stabbings and at 
others led to rioting and arson on a wide scale. There was 
rioting and arson at Amritsar on March oth and again on March 
6th. On both days Muslim localities suffered most damage 
and casualtics. On the 7th, the Sikhs began to converge on 
the town from the surrounding areas and more Muslims were 
killed. In Rawalpindi, Hindu students took out a procession 
-on March 5th and a Muslim student was stabbed. On the 6th, 
Hindus and Sikhs held a large anti-Pakistan meeting, waylaid a 
Muslim Leaguer’s car, removed the flag and stabbed the owner’s 
son. Thenext dayrioting started. Villagers from surrounding 
areas poured into the city, Pathans and others from Hazara 
threatened Taxila and Murree, villages were burnt and Sikhs 
‘besieged and killed. In Multan.on March Sth, the powder- 
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magazine of accumulated tension was ignited by Hindus and’ 
Sikhs taking out a procession and shouting provocative slogans. 
Heavy casualties and much damage were caused. In Jullundur,,. 
3,000 Hindus and Sikhs held a meeting on March 5th, shouting 
Jo mangega Pakistan, us ko milega Qabrastan (“whoever asks 
for Pakistan, shall be given a graveyard”), and marched in a 
procession carrying kirpans and knives. There were similar 

processions and mectings of Hindus and Sikhs on March 6th 

in Dera Ghazi Khan, Ferozepore, Sialkot, and Rohtak. In 

Lyallpur, Sikhs and Hindus carrying lathis and axes collected 

10,000 strong in the Gurdwara on March 5th and were address- 

ed by the District Commander of the Akal Fauj. News of this- 
sabre-rattling travelled to other districts, where the Muslims 

retaliated. There was arson and loot in Attock district on March 

10th. Armed Pathans crossed the Indus on March 13th to 

join in the loot and clashed with the military and the police.. 
On March 12th, 500 armed Pathans:marched on the town of 
Mianwali having heard the rumour that a jatha of 500 Sikhs had: 
arrived there. They were persuaded to go back. On March 

9th an attempt to set fire to a mosque in village Dina (Jhelum): 
collected large crowds of Muslims but trouble was averted. 

On March 15th, however, a Sikh in village Dudial (Jhelum 

district) murdered a Muslim woman, whereupon general 

- trouble started and spread to adjoining villages. A mosque 
was burnt in Montgomery on March 22nd and another such. 
attempt was made on 25th. A Muslim village in Kangra was 
burnt on March 27th and a mosque was demolished. 

During the whole of this month Muslim League leaders, 
not yet fully realising the enormity of what lay below the 
surface, but interpreting these happenings as the non-Muslims 
attempt to disrupt the Province and keep them out of office, 
toured the disturbed areas and desperately tried to restore. 
peace. Hindu and Sikh leaders on the other hand, intensi-. 
fied their military organisations and cold-shouldered any Peace: 


9 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


Committee that was formed. Tara Singh refused to sign a 
joint appeal for peace. He and his Sikh followers and Hindu 
collaborators decided, on the contrary, to celebrate March 11th 
as‘ <Anti-Pakistan Day * throughout the province. A 
fervent appeal that this should be cancelled was ignored. 


In April, the air was thick with rumours. There were 
stray incidents in the districts and tension everywheré. On 
April llth, trouble broke out in Amritsar, as the Muslims 
leaving Chauk Prag-Dass mosque after the Friday prayers were 
stoned. Asa result, feelings rose high throughout the province 
and also in the N.-W. F. P. There were reprisals in Dera 
{Ismail Khan and Bannu where Mahsuds and Powindas from the 
tribal areas infiltrated and took part in inflicting casualties on 
Hindus and Sikhs and setting fire to villages. Later in the 
aionth, bombs were thrown on the houses of Muslims in Amrit- 
sar and on two occasions on congregations in the mosques. 
There was serious trouble in Gurgaon where a battle took place 
between Meos and Ahirs and spread to a radius of 20 miles. 


Arms were supplied to the Hindus from Nabha, Patiala, Jind 
and Jaipur States. 


Some light on the utter mental and material un-prepared- 
ness of Muslim leaders is thrown by police records of this period. 
Commenting on a meeting of the Punjab Muslim League Party 
and District Presidents and Secretaries held in Lahore at about 
this time, the report says: 


“The meeting achieved little ; the Committee of Action, 
however, did decide to collect one crore (ten million) of 
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rupees and quotas were allotted for each district..... 
The poor response to the previous appeals for 10 
lakhs (one million) was considered due to the inactivi- 
ty of the District League. Whether this money 
will be used for relief, or, as suggested by 
and—————, to procure arms and other weapons 
of defence will be decided after collection. 


“The failure of the Provincial League leaders to collect 
funds for relief is increasing discontent in view of the 
fact that non-Muslims are collecting large sums of 
money. The more educated Muslim classes feel _ 
that without sufficient funds, the Hindus and Sikhs 
will be able to gain an advantage over them with the 
assistance of non-Muslim police and other officials. 

“The demand grows that Muslims should be permitted to 
carry swords (as Sikhs are to carry kirpans); this 
demand was made by a number of speakers in 
Lahore city on the occasion of Friday prayers and 
the question of starting an agitation was mentioned 
but left undecided at the meeting of the Punjab 
League Party”. 


IV 


The mouth of May continued to be disturbed. There were 
sporadic reprisals against Hindus and Sikhs in parts of N.-W.F-.P. 
and reports of gangs of tribal raiders in the vicinity of Dera 
Ismail Khan. In the Punjab the main storm-centres were 
Lahore and Amritsar but there were incidents during this month 
which showed unmistakable signs of the Sikh Plan and ominous 
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indications of the shape of things to come. Some of them are 


given below : 


(i) Lahore, ISth May—What was so far the most serious 
incident in Lahore took place in the early hours of the morning. 
At about 3 a.m. (Within curfew hours) there was an attack ona 
predominantly Muslim locality in the suburb known as Raj Garh. 
The attackers consisting of Sikhs and Hindus arrived in jeeps 
and military cars and at least some of them were Wearing khaki 
military uniforms. Bombs of some kind and rifles were used and 
-303 empty cartridges as well as empty shells of another calibre 
were picked up from the scene of the attack. Some of the 
injured persons had sword cuts and stab wounds. The inhabit- 
ants of the locality beat their alarm drums and_ collected 
together to put up some sort of resistance. There were twenty - 
seven casualties in the locality, including seven, possibly nine, 
dead. Twenty-five of them were Muslims. All the attackers 
escaped. 

(it) Lahore, 20ih AMlay—Searches were conducted by the 
police, of the Khanna Building and of Mohalla Sareen—both 
Hindu localities—the former because bombs had been thrown 
from it and latter on information received. Bombs, kerosene 
oil and acids and also some “rather well-made metal body- 
shields’? were recovered from Khanna Building. Mohalla 
Sareen’s search yielded -303, °38, -450 and -12-bore ammuni- 
tion as well as bombs, spears, daggers, hatchets, explosives, 


chemicals and kirpans. A °12-bore gun which had been used 
was also recovered. 


(iii) Lahore, 23rd May—The Police report states : ‘Further 
instances of officials of Sikh States being in the province, and 
armed in spite of control orders, came to notice yesterday, In 
one case, the Revenue Secretary and the Senior Superintendent 
of Police of Faridkot State were armed with revolvers. Col. 
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Gurbakhsh Singh and two or three others from Jind had a sten- 
gun, a ville and ammunition in their possession when the police 
examined their vehicle.” 

(iv) -lmritsar, 3rd May—“No incidents during the 24 hours 
ending 18:00 hrs. on the 2nd. Elaborate arrangements were 
again made on Friday to ensure that prayers passed off peace- 
fully. Only 20 Muslims said their prayers at the Chauk Prag 
Dass mosque, but an wnusually large number of Sikhs armed 
With kirpans passed up and down the streets in front of the 
mosque. On conclusion of the prayers the congregation was 
sent away under police escort.” 

(v) Amritsar, 24th Afay—-A serious incident took place in 
the early hours of the morning. At about 03-00 hours Rasul- 
pura—-a Muslim Jocality—near Tahsilpura, P. S. Sadar, was 
attacked. The attackers were armed with rifles and with 
bombs, both crude and of military manufacture. The attacks 
were made with shouts of Ya Allah and Ya Haider, but the 
attackers were of course Sikhs, not Muslims. 


V 


The main features of the disturbances in the month of June 
were as follows: 

(a) There was frequent use of firearms by Hindus and Sikhs, 
(b) The organised and planned nature of attacks on Muslims 
became more obyious. (c) Muslim retaliation generally took 
the form of arson and much damage was caused to Hindu and 
Sikh property in Lahore and Amritsar, 

The following are typical incidents: 

(t) Lahore, 16th Jlay—There were 7 bomb cases. Three 
caused no injury. One missile was thrown in Mewa Mandi 
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(Muslim locality) while two were thrown on bhe roof of a Muslim 
house where women and children were sleeping. One child 
was killed on the spot and four other persons received injuries. 
Two bombs figured in the worst outrage of the day. The scene 
of the occurrence was near Shahalmi Gate and R. B. Lachhman 
Das Hospital. The first bomb exploded in a drain le ading from 
a bathroom in the hospital to the outside. Special inves tigation 
staff accompanied by a Muslim magistrate arrived on the scene. 
The police staff searched the hospital and nearby: buildings and 
vere in the courtyard when a second bomb was thrown. _One 
person was killed on the spot and 50 injured, among whom were 
four police officials. The first bomb was meant to attract the 
police and the second to kill them. 


Lahore, June 14h—A bomb was thrown on some Muslim 
labourers who were vw alking along Brandreth Road. It killed 
one and injured (PR oe: . 

~ Lahore, June 2 1st—Three bombs were thrown aon serious 
effect ; two of them in Sabzi Mandi killed 7 Muslims. The third 
killed one Muslini and injured four in Moti Panda Street near 
Bhati Gate. The police arrested a Sikh with 19 incendiary 
bottle-bombs in his possession 


Lahore, June 27th—A “oe feature was the poisoning of 
4 Muslims ; three were employed in the Food Supply Office who 
drank water from a pitcher which had apparantly been poisoned, 
while the fourth was another Muslim who took sharbat from a 
Hindu shop on Maclagan Road. i . 

Lahore, June 29ih—There was one case of attiompted poison- 
ing reported by Muslims who detected some blue substance in 
the flour purchased from the Mohanlal Flour: Mills. -A doctor 
‘certified the substance as poison. 


Amritsar, June 2nd—Village Bodhe was attacked by 70 


Sikhs armed with -303 rifles, bombs and spears. Five or siz 


of the attacking Sikhs were on horseback. About 3 hours later, 
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an attack, probably by part of the same gang was made on vii- 
lage IXhan Not some five miles away by 20 to 25 Sikhs who also- 
used firearms and bombs. 

‘The disturbances in Gurgaon assumed alarming proportions.. 
Deputy Commissioner’s report of 30th May said that during the 
day, disturbances spread along the Mewat frontier to the Muthra 
district border and across the Palwal Tahsil to the Jamna. 
‘Most of the day’s attacks were by Hindus and in some cases 
there were scenes of great confusion. One Hindu mob went 
so tar that it exhausted itself and nearly a hundred of its mem- 
bers were arrested as they were plodding home. The Home 
Member and the Detence Member of the Government of India 
had been round the district with the Delhi District Commander. 
They saw a Hindu mob actually setting fire to a Muslim village. 
and were unable to proceed along the main road because of the 
in Palwal tehsil, several isolated Muslim villages were- 

Large quantities of arms continued to be recovered 
One man was 


flames. 

attacked. 
and these included three substantial mortars. 
caught carrying powdered chillies to be used for~ blinding 
purposes. Hindus had been crossing from the Aligarh and 
Muthra districts into Gurgaon. Sikh troops were.sent to 
replace Rajput Rifles which had included a few Muslims. The 
Deputy Commissioner expressed the opinion that this. was. 
likely to turn the bitterness of encircled Meos into desperation. 


On the Ist of June, the Deputy Commissioner went to: 
Palwal and found that in that tehsil Hindus were continuing 
the process of mopping up Muslim villages. Armed gangs were 
on the move in several directions. On the 4th he reported the 
massing of Jats west of Hodal with a view to attacking Singar 
and similar massing of Jats in the Palwal-Sohna area also. 
A military report stated that there was much activity on. the 
Palwal-Muthra border and indications that Jats. from both 
territories were collecting. On the 9th, a Hindu crowd of about 
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3,000, intent on setiing five toa Meo village, was engaged by the 
military, and there were similar crowds setting fire to other 
Muslim villages. On the loth, there was serious trouble in the 
Bharatpur State not far from Punahana and several Meo villages 
were burnt. RAT reconnaissance reports said that Bharatpur 
State troops were In the neighbourhood cf the trouble but were 
apparently doing nothing to stop it. On the 20th, the situation 
in Bharatpur were still very bad and the military reported the 
burning of some 19 villages on the Gurgaon-Bharatpur border 
during the two preceding days. Meo refugees were pouring 
into Gurgaon from Bharatpur and although towards the end 
of the month arson was not reported, the looting in’ the 
villages continued, 


VI 


The tendencies observed in June were accentuated in July. 
With intensification of their propaganda and their militarist 
organisations, the striking power of the Sikhs and Hindus was 
becoming more effective as wellas more coherent. The stress of 
+he disturbances is now stronger in Hast Punjab where Muslims 
were in a minority, than in the West Punjab and the far- 
reaching character of their plan is becoming more obvious. 
Tiere were stabbing, murders, arsons and mob clashes in Lahore 
ani other towns of West Punjab, but the nature of these spora- 
dic happenings was insignificant compared to the shape of events 
in the East Punjab. In the beginning of the month, Amritsar 
city was comparatively quiet, but there were reports of the 
murder of Muslims in the ruralareas. Nihang Sikhs also became 
active. There was an organised murder-campaign by Sikh 
gangs in the ‘arn Taran area and reports of their activities 
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continued to be received throughout the month from various 
villages. On the 4th, a Sikh jatha attacked Othian, a Muslim 
village. The attackers were armed with -303 rifles and one or 
two shot-guns. <A rather suspicious fire was reported in Verka 
(Amritsar) on the 7th morning. The building belonged to a 
Muslim and was rented by Hindus who had removed most of 
their goods and disappeared together with their chowkidar 
on 6th July 1947. On the 12th, a bomb was thrown on the 
Muslim congregation assembled in a mosque in Jandiala 
(Amritsar). 


In Hoshiarpur, an armed raid was made on the night of the 
July 5th, on a Pathan labour camp at Olinda just inside the 
Bilaspur State border. The miscreants used a rifle, -12 bore: 
guns and revolvers and threw three Mills grenades. On the 9th, 
armed Sikhs raided a Pathan camp near village Donal in the 
Nangal-Anandpur area. - Four bombs were first thrown at the 
encampment and then the attacking party opened fire with 
guns and rifles. On the 11th, a gang of Sikhs, armed with guns,. 
revolvers and bombs attacked and threw two hand-grenades 
on the house of Chhajju IXShan, a Muslim Rajput in village 
Ballima, P. S. Mahilpur. Chhaju Khan was killed. Several. 
empty °303 cartridge cases and a revolver were found near the- 
spot. Early on the 29th about 300 Sikhs armed with bombs, 
guns, rifles and spears made an attack on Asalpur village on the- 
Hoshiarpur-Tanda road. Some Muslims were killed and 3 or 
4 houses together with some dry fodder stocks burnt. 


In Gurgaon, six Muslim villages in Ballabgarh tehsil were 
burnt. On the 14th, eleven Muslims in the area of Hathin 
police station were killed. On about the 24th, trouble was. 
reported in Bharatpur State where some more Muslim villages 
were burnt. A Bharatpur mob attempted to burn a border 
village in Gurgaon district. The mob included men in uniform 
who returned the troops’ fire. The burning of another two- 
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villages was reported from Bharatpur State and another report 
mentioned similar trouble in Alwar State. 


Vii. 


Hell was let loose in East Punjab during Aueust and Sep- 
ember. Admumistratively, the two parts of the province had 
ccaie any contact with each other now and certainly none that 
was entirely friendly. Our account of the disturbenees in the 
preceding months is based largely on police reports that covered 
East and West Punjab under 2 single administration... But 
from now on, we are forced to rely on statements of survivors, 
refugees and liaison officials. The East Punjab Government 
sent only a few Situation Reports during this period, and even 
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ire short, sketchy and evasive and of little use to any 


Muslim refugees had been pouring into West Punjab for 
quite some time. Their numbers now began to swell and they 
had worse and worse stories to relate of their sufferings and of 
the calculated manner in which Muslims were being massacred 
by organised gangs over the entire area, including the Sikh 
Siat tes, actively helped by the authorities in general and by the 
non-Muslim police, Indian militaryand State troops in particular. 
‘There were reprisals in many districts In the Western Punjab, 

notably in Lahore, Rawalpindi, Multan, Sialkot, Sheikhupura, 
Lyallpur, Montgomery, Jhang, Gujrat, Mianwali and also in 
parts which were accessible to the infuriated Frontier Pathans. 
But : 


(a) These reprisals even at their most furious were sporadic 
-and impulsive. 
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(6) There was uo comprehensive plan behind them. 
They were perpetrated by mobs and individuals, not by gangs 
and militarist organisations. There was no Muslim organisa- 
tion in the West Punjab corresponding to the Akal Fauj or the 
RSSS in the East Punjab and no State with its war-machine | 
joined hands with the Muslims. 


(¢) The non-Muslims did not desist from their militant 
activities in the West Punjab even during this period. In 
Lyallpur 5,000 Sikhs attacked Chak No. 57 (Sadr Lyallpur) on 
August 10th and butchered the Muslim population; the Sikh 
military stationed in Montgomery harassed the Muslims of 
Okara; Sikhs attacked Muslim villages in Ghaziabad (Mont- 
gomery) with automatic weapons: Sikh looters on horse-back 
and armed with -303 rifles and other weapons attacked the 
Muslims in Kamoke (Gujranwala) on August 28th ; 800 armed 
Sikhs attacked Muslim villages in Sialket district on the 29th 
and the 30th. -And so on throughout September. 


A diary of the principal events in Lahore District during the 
month of August may be taken as typical of the most violently 
disturbed parts of the West Punjab and is given below: 


‘Ist— Tense situation ; 11 stabbings—3 Sikhs, 2 Muslims, 
6 Hindus. 


2nd—Bomb explosion near Mai Lado mosque—11 Muslims 
injured ; 8 cases of arson, all against non-Muslims. 


‘3rd—More : fires; 50 Sikhs armed with spears attacked 
Muslims outside Bhati Gate ; Searches in Sikh and 
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Hindu houses tn Krishan Nagar, Sant Nagar, 
Medel Town and Qila Lachhman Singh yield large 
monber of arms, ammunition, bombs, incendiaries 
ang explosives. 
Ji;—Cases of arson. 
5sh—3)d Sikhs attack village Manwala. 
3%—11:%#—Arson, bomb explosions (one near a mosque), 
stabbings. 
124—Large number of refugees from Amritsar and other 
East Punjab districts arrive and relate their sufferings. 
Sudden flarc-up.—s8] stabbings (34 Hindus, 41 Sikhs, 
6 Muslims)—16 cases of arson. Mob attacked a 
train killing 13, wounding 6. 
13#h—39 stabbings (5 Muslims). Sikhs in khaki in a fast- 
moving jeep shoot down a Muslim on McLeod Road. 
J£th—More refugees and stories. —About sixty non-Muslims 
stabbed. Hachunge of heavy fire between the police 
and Sikh inmates of Gurdwara Dera Sahib. 
idth—More refugees arrive. +7 non-Muslims stabbed. 
Looting. Gurdwara burnt. 
16/17th—Improvement. Uniformed Sikhs shoot and kill a 
Muslim mechanic. 
79th—Distinct improvement; 7 Hindus and Sikhs in 
uniform shoot and kill another Muslim. 


20ih/21st—Further improvement. ‘Trouble in villages Taqipur 
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and Chhappu with joint‘population of Sikhs and 
Muslims. Police arrive in time. About 400 armed 
Sikhs collected near villages Jandiala and Awan 
Dhariwala, Military patrol arrived in time. 
22nd—City improves further. A military platoon at vil- 
lage Awanwala encountered a Sikh jautha proceeding 
towards Narwar—exchange of fire—80 Sikhs killed. 
“A rumour that Sikhs from Patiala are infiltrating 
Laliore an small batches is gaining currency’’. 
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23rd—Great improvement. In Patioki situation became 
tense on the 20th as some Sikhs and Hindus fired 
on a military patrol. On 21st 300/400 Nihangs 
collected near Doda in the vicinity of Chhanga Manga 
but dispersed on the approach of military patrols. 


2dth—“The flare-up in Lahore started by the Sikh attack on 
the Bhatinda express at Goniana on the 22nd continued 
and 19 deaths were reported.” 


26th— Tension increased by the news of the hold-up by Sikhs 
of the 3 Up Frontier Mail at Maur Railway Station 
between Bhatinda and Jakhal. Inmates of Sikh 
National College brickbat police. . Latter fired killing 
3 Sikhs. 6 Hindus injured by stabbing in a train 
coming from Multan. Looting in Lahore city. 
The situation worsened in Chunian tehsil where 
armed Sikhs concentrated in villages Tibbi and Bharu 
Got. | 

27th—A vehicle in a convoy of Hindu and Sikh refugees 
attacked. for looting near Ravi Road. Police 
inflicted 12 casualties on the looters. 

28th—23 injured Muslims removed from Up Frontier 
Mail which reached Lahore on the 27th and which 
had been attacked by Sikhs at Maur Railway 
Station. 

29th— Definite improvement. 

3d0th—Situation greatly improved. Presence of Quaid-i- 
Azam tn Lahore has steadying effect. 

3lst—An isolated case of house-breaking. 

However lamentable some of the events mentioned in this 
diary may be, cumulatively they do not by any means suggest 
either a cold-blooded majority bent upon annihilating a helpless 
minority, or the presence of organised Muslim gangs 
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talking the countryside killing and burning, or Muslim mobs 
armed to the teeth, or the police and the military aiding and 


abetting the murderers, or Muslim leaders rushing round preach- 
ine hatred and strite. 


Contrast this with the situation in Amritsar and the surroun- 
ding areas during the same aay The following is an extract 
fram the statement recorded by Chaudhri Muhammad Said, 
\aA.. LU.B.. who was Terminal ahs Superintendent in Amritsar 


und how differently it reads from the Lahore diary 


The morale of the Muslims remained high till the LOth 
Angust, though Muslims had almost lost courage 
after the announcement of Lord Mountbatten 

regarding notional division of the Punjab. On the 

10th, Muslim police constables were ordered to appear 
defore Mr. Kaul, Superintendent of Police. Amritsar, 
and to state if they wished to serve Hindustan or 

Pakistan. Even forees which had 

clistricts were called upon 

to do the same. Those who declared for Pakistan 
were ordered to surrender their 
in the Police Lines. 


those reserve 
been drawn from other 


arms and remain 
Some refused and wanted 
o co to their own districts before surrendering arms. 
Earlier, several Head Constables and Policemen 
had been ordered to Districts near about Delhi. 
They refused to go and tendered resignations. 
These were accepted. Simultaneously at‘all Police 
pickets, Muslim Constables were replaced by non- 
Muslims, especially Sikhs recruited fresh on the 


same day. A panic was created throughout the 
Muslim areas. 


“The new men recruited were said to be]. N. A. members. 
In reality, they were members of the Rashtriya 
Swayam Sewak mes and Pauthic Party specially 
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trained for communal strife at the residence of Bawa 
Gurmukh Singh, a millionaire of Amritsar. They 
were provided with arms but were given no uniforms 
or even belts as it was said that these articles were 
out of stock. They created havoc in the city on the 
very first night by indiscriminate firing at the 
Muslims and Jed the Sikh and Hindu mobs which 
raided Muslim areas systematically. 


Simultaneously, Police pickets stationed in Muslim 
areas were withdrawn on the pretext of paucity 
of men. The Military in the city conspired with 

fo the rioters and even bogus military were used to 
terrorise Muslims. This completely broke the morale 
of the Muslim masses. They ran in terror from 
several Muslim pockets to Sharifpura and to the 

railway station and a large number was killed en 
route. , 

‘Right through the. disturbances which started in 

March 1947, the Muslim and non-Muslim inhabi- 
tants of Katra Parja in Hathi Gate had been living 
peacefully under a mutual pact, though remaining 
suspicious of each other. With the withdrawal 
of the picket, the non-Muslims with the help of new 
recruits burnt several Muslim heuses and killed 
about 60 persons in one night. This resulted in 
complete evacuation of ISatra Parja. 


“In the neighbourhood of Katra Parja, there was a 
strong Muslim pocket in Lohgarh. This began to 
dwindle on the 12th. Fires were set ablaze on all 
sides of this pocket and it appeared as if nearly one 
thousand people would perish along with their 
property. All requests to the Police and Military 
to provide escort, for rescuing the people fell on deaf 
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ears. It was difficult to approach the area due to 
heavy firing all round. I was in possession of a 
Municipal Ambulance Car. At the risk of my life, I 
made about seven trips and rescued about 200 people 
that night. We were able to get first-hand inform- 
ation but there was no help forthcoming to save the 
remaining dying persons. We were fighting against 
time. Onthe 12th, we were able to form a small 
convoy of two lorries, one ambulance truck and some 
tongas and with the assistance of the deserter Muslim 
policemen headed towards the pocket amidst bullet 
showers. We were only able to take the three motor 
vehicles to the spot. One ofour constables, a driver, 
five women and 2 _ children were shot dead while 
loading the lorries. Only two vehicles came out: the 
third was burnt at the spot by the rioters. Another 
trip was made with the permission of City Deputy 
Superintendent of Police and with a standstill pact 
with the Police at the spot. About 300 people 
were saved. There were still about 250 persons in 
the pocket. They were rescued next morning with 
the assistance of the Military arranged unofficially. 
About 90 persons were killed or burnt in the pocket 
and about 100 injured. 

“One of the strongest and largest Muslim pockets in the 
city was that in Katra Karam Singh. With the with- 
drawal of Police pickets and replacement of Muslim 
constables, the scales were turned in this area. The 
Sikh rioters pierced into the pocket through Nimak 
Mandi area and it collapsed on 13th. People fled to 
Bhagtanwala Gate, Sharifpura, and the Railway 
Station. By the 15th, this pocket was deserted. 
Most of the houses were burnt or looted. About 
500 persons lost their lives. 
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* With the help of Abal Wain family, The Gilwali Gate 
pocket faced the situation till the 13th, but when 
this family fled in panic, the others lost heart and 
left the place in terror amidst bullet shots and the 
fire raging on all sides. Hundred of persons lost 
their lives during this panic. 

‘Mahan Singh Gate was one of the largest pockets in the 
city near Sharifpura abadi. It stretched to Ram 
Bagh Gate and comprised about 6,000 houses and 
was densely populated. It was attacked from 
Sultanwind Gate and Bagh Rama Nand side. 

“About 500 rioters armed with guns, rifles, and escorted 
by the Police and so-called Military entered Kucha 
Rangrezan on 15th morning at about 9 a.m., and 
ruthlessly murdered every one who came in their 
way. Hardly two or three escaped. Next morning I 
visited this Mohalla in the company of Major Puran 
Singh Multan, P.C.S., a local Magistrate. We count- 
ed 46 dead bodies in a mosque of girls between the 
ages of 15 and 30, with their throats cut. They 
were lying naked in a state which showed that they 
had been raped before being murdered. All houses 
were full of corpses. 


“Similar incidents took place in other parts of this 
pocket, viz. Jucha Dabgaran, Kucha Rahman 
Wain, Kucha Jail Khan and Chowk Farid. 


‘The Bhagtanwala Gate Muslim pocket was the last to 
fall. After the collapse of Gilwali Gate and Katra 
Karam Singh pockets, this was surrounded by Sikhs 
and other rioters from all sides and a ring of fire 
was formed round them. Through the exertion 
of a Military Transport Company, thousands of 
dives were saved from this ring. The staff of the — 
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Company worked day and night ungrudgingly to 
save people and succeeded to a great extent, but 
several thousands died there. 
“On the I4{th, people flocked to Sharifpura from all 
kets in the eity. and the suburbs. The popula- 


noc 
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tion here immediately swelled to about one lakh. 
Sharifpura became a refugee camp but it looked more 


like a prisoners’ camp. It was cut off from the rest: 
of the city. It was impossible to contact any 
authority. There were no arrangements for rations. 
conservancy anc medical relief. The population 
was increasing hour by hour and people were occupy- 
ing every available space and even the streets. 


“People coming from villages related stories of abdue- 

tion of young women by the Sikhs with the assistance 
of State Military of, iNapurthala and Patiala -on 
vehicles brought especialiv from these Se dace 
Ahout 600 such cases from different Villages were 
brought to our notice in Sharifpura: The matter 
was eventiaily conveyed to the authorities but 
nothing was done in this connection. Cases of 
abduction took place even in the city. Some 
women coming from Mahan Singh Gate to Sharif- 
pura were kidnapped on the road in broad daylight. 
and taken to Burj Bhai Phoola Sincgh. This was 
brought vo the notice of Rai Bahadur Badri Dass, 
Superintendent, C. I. D., who visited Sharifpura 
on the 15th but in spite of promises did nothing. 
A party from Sharifpura went to rescue the girls 
and 3 persons were shot dead by the Sikhs. 


“Barly on the 15th morning, 2 meeting was convenea 
to form a Managing Committee of the Camp and it 
was also decided to hoist the Indian flag and pay 
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homage to it in the presence of local officials and in 
return to ask them to ensure our saiety. The local 
officials were contacted. At about 11 a.m. Rai 
Bahadur Badri Dass, Superintendent,  ©.1.D.. 
S. Ujagar Singh, Deputy Superintendent of Police, 
C.1.D., and Seth Sant Ram, M.L.A., came to Sharif- 
pura. The Indian flag was hoisted in their presence 
and the people assured them of their loyalty to the 
State and the flag and in return demanded protec- 
tion for their lives, honour and property. All 
persons mentioned above addressed the crowd and 
assured them of safety measures to be adopted forth- 
This pué heart into the people and there was 


with. 
We were assured of rations, 


a wave of satisfaction. 
conservancy arrangements and medical relief by 
the next day. But nothing was done. Instead. 
the fires in the city erew in intensity. 

“Next day, we were bold enough to venture forth and 
take a deputation to the Deputy Commissioner 
(Mir. Nukal Sen). We passed through the bullets. 
of the rioters and after waiting for ten hours at 
his residenée got an interview in the evening. We 
reiterated our demands for rations, conservancy 
arrangements and medical relief, communication 
with the officers and safe conveyance to Deputy 
Commissioner when and if required. He promised 
everything, but did nothing. i 

“The Camp was gratified to learn one day that a Liaison 
Officer had been appointed by the Pakistan Govern- 
ment. He opened his office in Cambridge Hotel, 
Amritsar, a place where no Muslim could safely go. 
He visited Sharifpura and we urged him to open an 
office there or make arrangements for easy contact 
with him, but nothing tangible was done and we 
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went on facing our problems ourselves. Perhaps 
through his exertions we were able to get special 
érains which ran twice a day and evacuated refugees 
from Sharifpura siding. 


\With the announcement of Boundary Commission 
Award, our last hope of remaining in Amritsar 
disappeared. The inclusion of the major portion 
of Gurdaspur and finally of Jullundur in Indian 
territory created new problems. People who had 
taken shelter in Batala, etc., fled and created panic 
throughout. The evacuation idea spread to Jullun- 
dur and even beyond. The morale of the Muslims 
was completely shattered. The rioters made full 
use of this opportunity and created havoe in the 
whole of the rural area of Amritsar, Batala and 
Julundur. The situation became uncontrollable 
and the Boundary Foree which had never been 
dependable, lost its hold. Mass evacuation began 
on every side but due to lack of transport, result. | 
in chaos and general slaughter everywhere’’. 
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The most despicable feature of the East Punjab massacres 
was the active collaboration of the civil authorities, the police 
and the military with the attackers and the looters. 


At Abdullahpur (Ambala), a Sikh-Hindu mob butchered 
the Muslims. Sub-Inspector Parkash Singh, in charge of the 
police station of Jagadhari, arrived with 28 armed constables, 
of whom 16 were Muslims, but when he found who the rioters 
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were, he disarmed the Muslim constables and handed over their 
arms to the Sikhs, including the employees of Abdullahpur 
Mill who happened to be ex-military men. One of the statements 


of refueces from this district reads as follows 


4 
According to programme, after attacking a Muslim 
yas collected by the 


village, all looted property » 


SS? 


Sikhs in Manpur Gurdawara, which was under the ; 


of Sardar Baldev Singh, Defence Minister of the 
of India. The Fatehgarh Gurdwara 


a> | , 
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was also used for this purpose. Bands of Sikhs 


charge of Sardar Gopal Singh, a maternal uncle 


Be aS a Heese: asia ail “sree ly, hares A 

emerged from this Gurdwara armed with weapons 
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and proceeded to diiferent villages to kill and loot 
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the Muslims. Sub-Divisional Officer, Rupar, Pandit 


yerintendent 
of Police. >. Ambals, encouraged the commission of 
atrocities. The Station — of Rupar, a Sikh 
from the oe ‘ala district, kept with him a few 
loafers of Rawalpindi naa pone pbellour who daily 
searched out M :slims travelling by train and 
slaughtered them brutally. Zaildar Swarn Singh of 
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Singhpura i lice Station isShara), Zaildar Raghbir 
Singh of Jhallan Kalan (Police Station Chamkauz), 
and Amar Nath, Pleader of Kharar, played a pro- 
munent part in ener | about the massacre of the 
Muslions. On August 25, village Sarana was attacked 
avid about one hundred Muslims were put to the 
sword. Out of 1,200 Muslims travelling by a special 
refugee train on September 1, only two hundred 
survived. The Deputy Superintendent of Police 
and Sub-Divisional Officer supervised the slaughter. 
Chatambla camp was attacked on September 2, by 
Sikhs from Garnan and iatehgarh, both in the 
Patiala State. Amar Singh at ae Mohindar Singh, 
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Lambardars, Gureharan Singh and Chambal § Singh of 
Madauli Kalan, headed the raiders who were armed 
with bren guns, rifles, spears, Kirvpans and other 
weapons. ‘They were assisted by the Patiala State 
troops. A considerable number of Muslims were 
killed and many women were abducted. The villa ge 
was set on fire. A party of Bachan Singh Bala of 
Rupar who had many lorries and trucks, invaded 
villages Kotla and JNainaur and killed about 500 
Muslims besides looting their property. A foot 
eonvoy of about 15,000 Muslims which started 
from Rupar on September 23rd, for Karali under a 
Sikh military escort in charge of Major Bachan Singh 
was attacked by a big mob of Sikhs armed with 
several types of dangerous weapons. The escort 
did not open fire on the attackers. About 4,000 
Mustims were killed by the Sikhs. Villages Bhatian, 
Panjkua, Whant, Balan Ihurd, Balan Kalan and 
Arnauli were also destroyed. A convoy including 
the residents of Chorta, Patiala State, Mahmud- 
pur and Sotal was on its way to Karali on September 
13th, when it was attacked near unas by non- 


Muslims belonging to the party of R’sajor Bachan 


é Wier, About 
9.560 out of 4,000 Muslims were ae 


Singh and the Naib-Tehsiidar 


At about 8 o'clock one morning, a jatha of Sikhs armed 


hin” He . r } dy ‘ 
with spears, rifles and similar weapons and including among 


ss members, Sikhs in military uniform attacked village. 

Chamyari, Tehsil Ajnala, District Amritsar. This attack was 
bite P 

organised by F Prithi Pal Singh of village Channgari, Tehsildar 
cc te 


of Ajnala, jethedar Munsha Singh and other Sikhs from neigh- 
pouring villages. ‘The village was committed to flames after 
looting. The total number of Muslims killed and girls abducted 
could not be ascertained, 
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Atrocities committed by Sikh gangs in rural areas compel- 
led about six thousand villagers of Kamalpura, Makam Khanu- 
wal, Vel-parang, Harar Kalan and Harar Bhore-gil to leave 
their homes on the 25th August and enter Pakistan. About 300. 
of the people reached Ajnala and the rest left for the crossing 
on the river. At Ajnala, the party stayed in the Zail Ghar 
adjacent to the Police Station and the Tehsil. At night the. 
local Sub-Inspector of Police, Mian Joginder Singh, and the 
Sikh Tehsildar assisted by the Police and the Tehsil staff 
conducted a thorough search of the party. They were joined 
by the Sikh Naib-Tehsildar, Jaswant Singh of Lakhowal, and. 
Sardar Jogindar Singh, Extra Assistant Commissioner, resident 
of Ajnala, and the refugees in the Zail Ghar were relieved of their 
cash and jewellery. Next morning, Dogra soldiers escorted.. 
the party to the river where they were ambushed near village 
Gorala by an armed Sikh gang. The Dogra scldiers looked on. 
while the raiders, aided by Sardar Bishen Singh, Sub-Inspector 
of Police, resident of village Soofian, ruthlessly shot down the - 
Muslims. Before opening fire Sardar Inder Singh, Tehsildar, 
tried to persuade some of the Muslims to embrace Sikhism, 
if they wanted to save themselves, their families and their 
property. 
About 600 villagers cof Bhoma, District Amritsar, left thei 
village in panic on the 17th of August for Fatehgarh Churian . 
and then proceeded to Dera Baba Nanak onthe 25th. At 
village Raval close to the Sikhe-ke canal bridge, a Sikh jathe 
— attacked the reiugees, looted their property, abducted twenty 
women and killed 80 men. Fifty men from the party ran away. 
The rest crossed the river by paying Rs. 2,500 to the Dogra 
and Sikh soldiers stationed near the river. 

The Sub-Inspector of Police, Police Station Sarhali, came 
to village Kot Muhammad Khan and pressed the Muslims to 
surrender arms and leave the village. The villagers, when . 
assured that they would be provided with safe escort, gave | 
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a t the Sub-Inspector as sre : . 
19,000 rupees 60 the Sub-Inspector as price of the military 


sort which consisted of nine men. When the convoy reached 
esc . mere @) S 


ag ay ht r Dy nas +4, 
ear Canal Res t House, Nowshera Ponnuan, it wag 


7 as made to 
stay there for thenight. The escoz | vy Means of torches selected 


sertain women in the caravan and taped teh. 


: Dewan Dilbagh Rai, Honorary Magistrate, accompanied 


: =. be oh ae | 
“2, tE T F Haaowe alan 7 742 Ilg o 
py Dogra troops went to Bacowal Kalan, Gurdaspur district, 
= alyant YY waz! Tap Stgauryy ae 5) ee 17 
and arrested about 50. men who were guarding their village 
e y =y~-? o Fo a te ft — 
against the Sikh hooligans.: A day aiter the Id, the village 
wes raided by the Sikhs trom the Amritsar district. Even. 
{ marched towards 


Pe AL Pay fie Wat]. a 9 eo Bi 
tan > unescorted. .At .Sakki .Nailla, the. Sikhs attacked 


: 


“wally, the villagers formed a convoy and 
ist 


Shera and bombs causing sixty deaths. As the refugees 
i aes wt. 23 a ae on = ; 4. 3 sok 
oc: wade through tre strea m becain ise they were not allowed 

o wv 


5 > = te if 3 Sons 
‘fe, many. children were drowned. The 


1 H 
t 


Dogra military escort joine ed them ust, but they had hardly 


+t 


-gone two miles, when the Sil ih of the local villages began an 
ttack. The military, instead of Se the attackers, 


signalled to them to attack from the rear. A major attack 


was launched on the refugees. There was another attack 4 


Si eee kL eS 


‘half a mile further. At the Ravi bridge they were held up asa 
non-Muslim convoy was coming from Pakistan. After halt an - 


hour, when the sun had set. and it was dark, the officer in 


charge of the military picket ordered the Mushms to pass — 


along a narrow passage just below the bridge where every one - 


‘was searched and whatever was left on him was taken away 
by the military.: 


SaAhoit: a Tate of Muslims from villages surrounding Qadian 
collected. in Qadian proper, as they had been attacked by “ 
“Sikhs helped by the Hindu troo ops and the Hindu and Sikh : 

police who evicted them from their houses, looted their propertj 3 


and also abducted several women. “The Sikhs were then i 
invited to Qadian by the Sikh Assistant Sub-Inspe ctor. Oné 


his 
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data atte etc at Dalla 


September 15 or 16, curfew was imposed on the town. Simul-. 
taneously, the Sikhs aided by Hindu troops and non-Muslim 

police raided the Muslim Mohallas of Darul Anwar, Daru! 

Sad, Darul Shukr and Islam Abad. These mohallas were 

lected. The Assistant Sub-Inspector along with the military 

raided ‘* Gul-e-Rana ”’ in Mohalla Darul Anwar and broke into 

the bungalow where about 400 Muslims had collected. All the 

valuables demanded by the military were handed over to them. 

Then the Muslims were split into three groups consisting of 
women, old men and young men. The young men were forced 

to march out and were fired at by the military. On September 
25th, “ Bait-ul-Zafar,’ the property of Sir Zafrullah Khan, 

which was occupied by Muslim vefugees from village Mangal, 

was searched by Hindu troops who deprived the refugees of 
their cash and ornaments. Musiim girls from the rural areas 
had collected in the open, near the Taleem-ul-islam College 

and other places. A number of them were carried away by 

the Hindu soldiers at night and while some of them were 
restored to their parents after being raped, the others’ dis- 
appeared for good. On September 27, Lt.-Col. Gurbachan Singh 
told the Muslims of Qadian that the non-Muslim refugees from 
_ West Punjab were pressing the Government to settle them in 
‘Hast Punjab, and the local Muslims would have to be evicted -. 
soon to make room for them. On the night between October 
2 and 3, about 2,000 Sikhs attacked the village Bhaini at 9 p.m. 
The Muslims quitted the place next morning. Their village 
was looted by the Sikhs and the Hindu troops, and the daughters 
of the Muslim Zaildar of the village were carried away by the 
Sikhs. The Sikhs launched an attack on Qadian at 9 a.m. on 
October 3, during the curfew hours attacking simultaneously 
the mohallas of Darul Fateh, Darul Rahmat and Darul Usar.. 
Another attack was made by the Sikhs with the active assistance 
of the Hindn military who forcibly evicted the Muslims from 
theiy houses and butchered about 50 of them. 
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A military convoy with Major Daud as Commander was 
sent to Qadian to evacuate the local Muslims. The Qadian 
Hindu troops har: assed them, checked up the ammunition 
held by the Muslim escort and then detained the conv oy for 

sda half hours. The Sikhs were looting the refugees of 
att vahuablos with the connivance of the Sikh police. Those 
who err search of their belongings or refused to part with 
them were fired at. This was brought to the notice of Captain 
Mahag Singh of 3/1 Punjab Regiment, now attached to 3/7 
Para Regiment, and despite his assurances, Muslim houses 
continued to be looted. In fact, the military and the police 
themselves looted the Muslims and helped the Sikh looters. 
The house of Khan Bahadur Abdul Hussain, retired Inspector 
of Schools, was plundered. The convoy which comprised 6 
jorries in all was held up for search of passengers including 
women, despite Captain Mahag’s promise to let the convoy 
ss unsearched. The Hindu Jemadar demanded and was 


On September 3, Muslims of Hansi (Hissar district) were 
attacked by Hindu gangs with the active assistance of the 
Hindu and Sikh Police. Sub-Inspector Sampuran Singh led 
the police party who helped the mob to butcher the Muslima 
and set fire to their houses. About 300 Muslims were killed. 
Sardar Swaran Singh (Minister, East Punjab) was himself on the 
spot when Muslims were attacked in Harter Badla in the. 
Hoshiarpur District. 

It must not be assumed that the non-Muslim troops found 
free field for their partiality only in the East Punjab. The 
West Punjab did not fare any better. Thus the Chief Secretary 
of the Punjab in his report, dated the end of August— 


‘‘ Partiality on the part of troops is reported, particu- 
larly in regard to the Sikh troops of the 1/2 Punjab 
Regiment, 3rd Dogras, who were on duty in the 
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Montgomery district, the Mahratta troops in the 
Multan district and also against the Dogra Unit 
in the Lahore district. In the Montgomery district, 
one Sub-Inspector and three foot-constables, in the 
Lahore district two foot-constables and in the Sialkot 
district one foot-constable were shot dead by non- 
Muslim troops. Cases of Pelice Officers detained 
by the non-Muslim military and-subjected to indig- 
nities were also reported. In the Montgomery 
district the Dogras, under a Sikh Major, shot dead 
Without any reason two well-to-do and respectable 
Muslims, one of whom was a Municipal Commis- 
sioner. The Deputy Commissioner, Montgomery, 
reports that far from being helpful, the non-Muslim 
troops in his district made the situation more 
difficult. Small partics of Sikh soldiers who were 
permitted by their officers to look for their relations 
in the Colony areas, have been attacking Muslims 
Without provocation.” 


In an Appendix to this note will be found more than a 
hundred recorded instances of such treachery on the part 
of the military and the police. What the total number of 
such instances must be, can only be left to the imagination. 
Many of these occurred in the area controlled by the Punjab 
Boundary Force. 


¥ 


None was better placed than the Punjab Boundary Force 
to observe the total range of the massacres in August. Tor 
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an over-all account of them we turn, iheretore, to a statement 
by a Muslim Officer on the siait of the Commander of: the 


Force. 


Yu 


i6 


‘Soon after my arrival, General Rees called a big meeting 


of all his Commanders down to Bns., the head of the 
local C. I. D. and other senior police officials.. He 
asked the policemen to put us in the picture as to the 
situation then existing in the Punjab and especially 
the Sikh attitude, and then in the light of that 
he would issue his directive to the Military Com- 
manders. The Policemen left no doubt in our 
minds that the Sikhs had carried out very extensive 
preparations and that they together with the 
RSSS. were spoiling for a fight with the Musal- 
mans. It was fairly clear that large scale disturb- 
ances were in the offing. Based on this, General 
Rees made his dispositions. His directive to the 
Commanders was that every conceivable effort 
should he made to keep the troops impartial and 
opportunities sought to inflict stunning casualties 
on malefactors. He. however, foresaw that in the 
event of general conflagration, his troops would not 
he able to cover such a vast area with bad road 
communications. 


The Force consisted of five active Brigades in addition 


to any fixed installations and training centres that 
rere located in the districts of the Punjab covered 
by the Punjab Boundary Force. The proportion’ 
of Muslim and non-Muslim troops was about 35 
per cent and 65 per cent. Without an exception 
all Brigade Commands and Unit Commands were 
Europeans and non-Muslims. There were very few 
Muslim officers even on Company Command level. 
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he effect of this lack of balance was brought to the 
notice of the Commander, who also realised the 
consequences. 

“T advised General Rees to take the politicians and the 
Press into confidence and tell them what was being 
done and ask for their co-operation and assistance. 
Such meetings were arranged and went off very well. 
At the same time I went and begged both Muslim 
and non-Muslim politicians to issue a joint appeal 
for peace. Further we got Master Tara Singh, 
Giani Kartar Singh and other Sikh leaders to also 
issue peace appeals which they did in a half-hearted 
manner. 

“In the beginning of August, intermittent civil war 

was going on in Lahore and Amritsar between 

the Muslims on one side and Sikhs and Hindus 
on the other. From about the 4th of August, 

a big flare-up resulting in large scale massacres, 

arson and looting was started by the Sikhs in 

Amritsar City, Tarn Taran Tehsil and Majitha area. 

The tempo of these brutal attacks was to be seen 

to be believed. Large scale Shaidi Jathas of Sikhs 

attacked isolated Muslim villages and Muslim pockets 
throughout these areas. The procedure was for 

a jaiha to make a demonstration with bombs and 

fire-arms on one side of a village to drive the people 

on to another party waiting on the other side of 
the village armed with spears and swords. They 
saw to it that every man, woman end child was 
massacred. The dead bodies were then collected 
and piled up in heaps of 50 to 100 and set on fire, 
or covered over with earth so as to obliterate 
any trace of cyidence. I have seen several such 
piles in Tarn Taran area and later on the eastern. 
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bank of river Ravi in Amritsar and Gurdaspur dis- 
tricts. Having finished with the butchery, the 
jathas would then loot the place and sect it on fire. - 
These jathas and their targets were very carefully 

controlled by «a central organisation run by the. 
Sikh personnel of the I. N. A. I believo Mohan 

Singh and Naranjan Singh Gill were the  ovil 

geniuses of this organisation. They prostituted their 

military knowledge for killing innocent Muslime 

including defenccless women and children. They 
ran 2 proper War Room with maps and everything, 

and indicated targets and detailed off jathas for 

dealing with them. Further, to conserve their arms 

and ammunition and to effect proper concentration 

of effort they restricted their activities to one or 

two clistricts at a time until all the East Punjab 

districts were hif and Muslims either destroyed or 

driven into so-called Refugee Camps. Their object 
was clear. They were aiming at complete elimination 

of the Musalmans from Eastern Punjab so as 
to get a lever for their yet unborn Khalistan. 


“To put it mildly, the Muslims were caught napping. 
There was no preparedness to meet the Sikh on- . 
slaught and there was no proper leadership. The 
local leaders left their people in the lurch and were 
the first to run when the trouble started. Under 
such circumstances the fate of the Muslims was a 
foregone conclusion. There is no doubt that this 
has cost us very dearly and that we have suffered 
one of the major disasters in our history. 


“On the transfer of power on 15th August, East Punjab 
Government saw to it that 85 per cent of the Muslim 
Police were disarmed and humiliated and the Muslim 
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Civil officials sacked, leaving mainly Sikhs and odd 
Hindus. This measure alone was enough to break 
the Muslims’ back. From then on the administration 
openly sided with the Sikh jathas and aided and 

abetted their activities. I have seen with my own 
eyesin Amritsar and Jullundurand I have also been 
told by leading Hindu officials, cases of Sikh police 
escorting looted property. They carried out excesses 
against the Muslims at the same time ignoring 
all activities of the Sikhs. In fact the East Punjab 
administration with its depleted and partial Police 
existed only in name. 


**There is no doubt that up to a point the army remained 
unbiassed and did its best, but a stage was reached 
when the troops began to act partially and at times 
carried out excesses on the opposite community. 
At that time there was a great Muslim public demand 
that the troops employed in West Punjab and those 
employed in the protection of refugees in the Hast 
Punjab should be entirely Muslim. 


““T have a feeling that if a proportion of Muslim officers 
had been put in command of troops at this stage, 
a lot of this criticism would haye been disarmed 
and they would have been able to do some good both 
in helping the refugees and maintenance oflaw and 
order. 

“T have seen and heard of some very gruesome things 
during the course of my stay. For instance scores 
of women and children were burnt alive in their 
houses, babies removed from the wombs of pregnant 
women and their heads severed, womenraped and then 
spiked, procession of naked Muslim women taken 
out, young girls raped and murdered in the presence 
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of their relations. In places, I have seen respect- 
able-looking Sikhs leading attacks on villages and 
taking great delight in removing the humble belong- 
ings of ihe poor victims. In Patiala territory, 
I have seen lorry-loads of loot being brought into 
Police stations for safe custody. On a number of 
occasions Patiala Police and the troops were seen 
standing by whilst the villages were being burnt 
and loot and massacres were going on. IT have a 
feeling that very few Musalmans will be able to 
come out of the outlying places in the Sikh States 
to tell their sorry tales. 


“T have had several opportunities of contact with people 
like Baldev Singh, Sawarn Singh, Gopi Chand Bhar- 
gava and others such like. I can say this niuch that 
there iS nO remorse or regret in the minds of Sikh 
leaders for what has happened.” 


example, from a different source, illustrative 
f Sikh attacks as described in the abcre 


statement i ise given as an appendix vo * Note on the Sikh Plan ” 


As we pass from August t 
Muslims huddling together ety in te ivge or a 
concentrations or taking to dip ean end heading towards 
Pakistan. But their persecutors who had burnt their villa ees, 
plundered their property, raped their women and chased 
the wretched survivers out of their homes, pursued and 
slaughtered them on the way. Some instances of attacks on 
thefoot convoys in Ambala, Juilundur, Amritsar, Perozepore 
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and on the refugee camps in Jullundur are’ given below by 
way of examples. 


ATTACKS ON FOOT CONYOYS 


Ambala District.—The 8. D. O., Rupar, marched off a 
convoy of Muslims from Rupar to Kurali after the notorious 
attack on the Rupar refugee train at Sirhind in the first week 
of September. It was guarded by non-Muslim military and 
! was attacked by the Sikhs, resulting in heavy casualties and 
Tee plunder and abduction of young wonicn and girls. The 
entire ¢ as would have been butehercd had not Captain 
Hardings, 1. A.. arrived and killed a few of the attackers. 


= ~e* asa 


. 
ad 


in the third weck of & ie iber 1947 a convoy of about 
Ds 000 Musl ims coming from Chotala was attacked near Kharar 
and the Magistrate ordered firing on the convey. ‘his caused 

loss of life and property. Many girls were 


conside ca 

abducted. Major Witten, I. A., went to the spot and rescued 
the Musalmans. 200 seriously wounded persons including 
babies, chudren, old wonien and meu were brought back by 


him. They were eventually taken to a hospital near the Kurali 


3. In the third week of September, a convoy of 15,000 
Muslims was being brought under escort from Nanakpur, Rupar 
Tehsil. It was attacked resulting in 60 kied, many wounded 
and missing. 12 girls were abducted aud-there was considerable 


looting. 


4. Convoys entering Ambala district over-Ghaggar Bridge 
were asa rule at — at the bridge by a Jatha: known as 
Khunt Jatha (“The Bloody Squad’) ae of residents 
of Patiala State a village Shimboo. Young wonien and gitls 
were abducted, property looted and great loss of life caused. 
The dead bodies were thrown into Ghaggar river. Some girls 
saved their honour by jumping into the river. 


‘ A ] 


5. In the thira week of September, another convoy ol 
10,000 Musalmans coming from outside was attacked at the 
Ambala city checking post. Hindus and Sikhs of the town 
fired at them. In the pell-mell thus caused, property was plun- 
dered. 

6. A convoy of Musalmans irom adjoining rural areas 
coming to the Ambala Cantt. was attacked by non-Muslim 
refugees inthe way. +4 were killed, many wounded and property 
was plundered. 

7. Musalmans concentrated in village Siswan, Tehsil 
Rupar, were brought out by a gang disguised as military soldiers 
and ofacers. Almost all of them were killed. 300 dead bodies 
were found ln a small erca by a military officer. 

Julundur Division.—A foot convoy started from Jullundur 
Centt. on the 2lst September, morning. A part of it came from 
villece Dakoha, next to the Cantt. Railway Station. It was 
sttecked on the Grand Trunk Road between Jullundur Cantt. 
ond Sadar Police Station. Several cattle were driven off and a 
couple of persons injured. ‘his convoy was again attacked by 
a mob of about 5U0—1,000 armed with firearms, spears, kuirpans, 
etc., at Kariarpur. It was the section guarded by the Dogras 
which was attacked when passing through the town. No inform- 
stion from the escort about casualties was forthcoming, but 
the refugees put them at about 50. The Chief Liaison Officer 
(Pakistan) met several Injured persons including: women and 
children in the way. A lot of luggage and other property was 
lying on both the sides of the roads. 

The foot convoy which started the same morning from the 
Amritsar Transit Camp for Lahore was attacked three times 
while passing through Amritsar. There was one — serious 
attack with firearms, spears, swords, etc. Instead of passing 
the convoy by one of the iwo alternative routes, it was passed 
through Sharifpura, which was placed under curfew. Small 
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incidents started in Sharifpura after half the convoy had been 
through. At about 6-30 people started gathering in large 
numbers on both the sides of the road, but the Military’ 
(Gorkhas and Dogras) took no action. The Additional Police 
which is located in the Hide Market, started a regular loot and 
then the Sikh Jathas joined in. By 7-30.a. m. plunder and kil- 
ling were in full swing and the Police looted for about half an 
hour. One of the Dogra officers went back to the Mal Mandi 
and informed the Muslim military and sought their help on the 
ground that since the Police had joined, there might be a clash 
between the Police and the Military. They came up and 
-opened fire and dispersed the Sikh jatha. 12 Muslims were 
killed and 150 injured, mostly women and children. About 
25-30 were near death. About 35 women were abducted. 
Quite a large crowd of about 6/7 thousands Sikhs had collected. 
A truck-load of Muslim Military reached there and announced 
that they were escorting the convoy, with the result that the 
Sikhs dispersed. The Brigade gave 4 three-ton vehicles and 
these were all filled up with the injured persons. 

Further on, a bomb was thrown on the convoy near 
Putligar. Several persons were injured, but there were no fatal 
casualty. The D.C. himself saw two policemen who siong with 
some jathas had attacked the tail-end of ths convoy near the 
Chhehrta T. T. Post and killed Muslims and looted half a dozen 
carts. The D. C. arrested the two Police constables and 2 
Gurkhas, a boy scout and three Akalis. 

In the second week of September, a motor convoy was again 
attacked between the Transit Camp and Amritsar city. No 
details were available, but Sh. Sadiq Hassan, M.L.A.. saw 
several injured being taken away. These attacks nearly 
became a daily occurrence. : 

On the 15th evening, a foot convoy marching from Shergarh, 
two miles from Hoshiarpur, wae xttacked by e Sikh mob. 
Several people were injured and one gir! was abducted. 
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hundred were burnt alive and about the same number of young 
women were abducted. 

2. There was a big concentration of about 10 to 15 
thousand Mussalmans protected by the Dogras. It was attacked 
on the 16/19th of September resulting in 75 killed and 54 
severely wounded. The remaining Mussalmans were evacuated 
to an open space by the 2/7 Rajputs. 

3. The Dogras took over the protection of areas round 
about Jullundur about the second week of September. Since 
then conditions became unbearable. Two men were shot 
by them in village Khurla Kingra and another in village Parta- 
pura. Village iKhurla Kingra had about 25,000 Mussalmans 
and Partapura about 50,000 Muslims. In the former village 
the two Muslims shot were sleeping on one side of the camp at 
some distance and in the latter the young man shot had objected 
to the Dogras moving about freely amongst Muslim girls. 

4. ~ Latrines in the Jullundur Cantt. Camp were closed 
to evacuees in the second week of September. Women had per- 
force to go into the fields and two of them were abducted with 
the connivance of the Dogra Military, 

5. The Dogra Military on 29th September forcibly took 
away a woman named Rahmat Bibi of village Bakhariana and 
handed her over to the Sikhs. There was a concentration of 
about 20,000 Mussalmans in this village. 

6. Sikhs in general were allowed by the Military to 
visit all the camps of Mussalmans in the Jullundur District to 
make purchases of cattle, carts and other property on ridi- 
culously low prices. Even officers bought cattle from camps. 
At Gurdaspur the local District and Sessions Judge bought a 
buffalo for Rs. 35. The price of a cow in these camps was 
generally Rs. 10 to Rs. 15 and ofa buffalo about Rs. 30. 
A goat or a sheep could be had for a rupee or so. A large 
number of such sales took place in Gurdaspur and Ambala 
districts. These sales were actively encouraged. 
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There were simu aviacks on refugee trains and goods 
trains destined for Pakistan and a list of such attacks is given 
as appendix. A certain historical significance, however, 
atiaches to the derailment of the Karachi-bound Pakistan 
special, which left Del on the 9th of August, carrying the 
Grst baich of the Muslim staff who were to set up the Seeretariat 
ofthe new Dominion of Pakistan. D. W. McDonald, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner of Ferozepore, who was asked by the Chief 


Secretary ef the Punjab to investigate the matter, submitted 
a report which is attached here as a separate appendix and 
which is of interest as showing the careful planning which had 


zone to the perpetration of this crime. 


XH 


September was by no means a quiet month in the West 
Punjab and non-Muslims suffered much at the hands of the 
cetalistory spirits in that part of the Province. There were 
‘solated cases of stabbing in Lahore during the first week, At 
the end of the week, the town showed a marked tendency to 
-eturn to the normal, when the atmosphere was again disturbed 
by the news of the flare-up in Delhi and the ramourthat Maulana 
Shabbir Ahmed, @ theologian much respected by the Muslims, 
bad been assasinated. This rumour had a most disconcerting 
affect. Am evacuee train carrying non-Muslim refugees from 
Rawalpindi was derailed near Lahore ; arcfugee convo y in trucks 
was held up by some Pathans near the Ravi bridge and two 
of the refugees were Jalled. On the 15th, a train of Muslim 
refugees which had been derailed and attacked by Sikhs near 
Araritsat arrived in Lahore, and, three days later, came the 
news from Kasur that naked Muslim women had arrived there 
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in a refugee convoy. The situation deteriorated once more. 
‘Four non-Muslims were killed at the Lahore station and 12 
near Moghulpura. The 2ist of September was a bad, day: 
a@ caravan of 50,000 Muslims from Jullunder arrived with heart- 
sending accounts of how they had been attacked by the Sikhs 
at3 different places near Amritsar ; a Muslim ref ugee train which 
had. been attacked hy the Sikhs between Sirhind and Ludhiana 
brought many dead and wounded to Lahore ; and another train 
Which had Leen attacked at Beas arrived with 109 corpses of 
which 72 were those of children. ‘The next day the non-Muslim 
reiugee train berthed at Moghulpura was attacked and 32 people 
were killed. A refugee special from Delhi was attacked at 
Amritsar ; 17 trucks brought three to four hundred victims of 
this attack to Lahore on the 24th and caused much excitement. 
bo News of such attacks spread throughout the province. 
: There were isolated stabbingsin Rawalpindi ; sixty non-Muslims 
&.. were killed on the llth, and 14 on the 24th. A Muslim mob 
fcc in Multan Cantonment attacked a lorry carrying non-Muslims. 
On the 2nd, Sikh evacuees attacked Muslim villages in Multan 
‘district and there was much looting and arson. On the follow- 
ing day, several villages in P.S. Sadr Multan were looted by 
~ Muslim mobs, and on the 5th, 300 Hindus were killed near 
Shujabad. A number of attackers were shot down by the 
3 Police, but the situtation did. not lmprove till the 12th. On the 
.~ 14th, the Sikhs of villages Wanjari and Chak No. 9 (Multan 
°. istrict) who possessed illicit arms began to harass Muslim 
‘- -fefugees coming into Multan. Non-Muslim troops also shot- 
down Muslims and abducted some Muslim women.» During 


the last week, news of Sikh attacks on Muslim refugee trains 
added to the provoc 


1 attacked neay Lodh 
Muslims were sbot 
Be. In Sialkot, 
ae ‘Give and attach: 


ation and a non-Muslim evacuee train was 
ran. Twenty evacuees were killed ; forty 
down by the military escort. 

an armed Dogra and Sikh mob, took the initia- 
ed village Patwal on the 2nd and large jathas 
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of Sikhs from Sheikhupura and Gujranwala heading for: 
\Wadhala Cheema created panic in Muslim villages. From the. 
2nd to the 11th there were daily reports of border raids by’ 
armed Sikhs assisted by Dogras from Jammu State. | 

In Sheikhupura, on the 3rd September, one Sikh jatha of 
9.000 and another of the same number using hand-grenades. 
clashed with the milhtary who captured one small cannon. 
Sikhs attacked village Mahesh with hand-grenades on the Same: 
dav and killed 300 Muslims. <A couple of days. earlier about 
30'40,000 Sikhs had collected in village Gobindgarh and opened: 
fre on the Deputy Commissioner who approached them with. 
a white flag and held parleys with them in the presence of 
Brigadier Scott and the Officer Commanding the troops. The: 
Sikhs refused to surrender their arms. Attacks on Muslim 
villages by well-armed Sikhs, sometimes on horseback, continued. 
till the 9th. The evacuation of 40,000 Sikhs in Nankana Sahib. 
began on the 13th and of 30,000 Sikhs in Sacha Sauda on the 
18th, but they had refused to move until they received orders. 
from the Akal High Command from Amritsar to do so. 
Throughout the month, Sikhs in this district continued to. 
raid Muslim villages. In some cases they came out of their. - 
* refugee camps * at night to attack and returned to the camps. - 
at daybreak. 

In Montgomery, Sikh evacuee columns broke up and: 
attacked Muslim villages en route, Dogra escorts participating: 
sn these attacks. Faridkot State jeeps attacked Muslims in. 
Pakpattan area. A non-Muslim convoy was attacked near- 
Arifwala, but the military repulsed the attackers. A convoy: 
of Sikhs and Hindus was looted on the 22nd near Pakpattan.. 


With the arrival of refugees from East Punjab, the situa- 
tion in Lyallpur- became explosive. Sikh military personnel,. 
who were permitted to visit their relatives in the district and: 
em to evacuate, becameamenace. Giani Kartar Singh’s. 


help th ; 
allpur on the 7th did not improve the situation. He 
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instigated the Sikhs to leave their villages without an escort, 
which was not calculated to make their exodus peaceful. 
They burnt their villages before leaving them and marched in 
thousands, in columns several miles long, carrying arms, and 
engaging the Muslims on the way. 4 

There were attacks on non-Muslims in Sargodha, Mianwali, 
Dera Ghazi (Khan, Muzaffargarh, Attock and Campbellpur 
and on many of these occasions, the Pathans joined the local 
riff-raff in looting. 

In Gujranwala, on the 14th, an armed Sikh gang attacked 
village Karial Kalan and another gang of 40 on horseback 
attacked village Jhallan. A train carrying non-Muslim 
refugees was attacked by a mob, at Kamoke on the 24th. 
Three hundred Hindus and Sikhs were killed, but the military 
escort inflicted heavy casualaties on the attackers. Two trains 
were derailed by mobs, near Wazirabad on the 26th and the 
27th. None on the first day and eight on the second day were 
killed. 

This is as accurate and comprehensive a picture of the 
situation in the West Punjab in the month of September as can 
be given in a few paragraphs. It does not present the Muslims 
as entirely innocent. But there are some features of this 
picture which sharply contrast with the general pattern of 
events in the East Punjab during the same period. Muslim 
excesses, apart from isolated stabbings and sporadic—coms 
paratively minor—happenings, occurred in waves, each wave 
being caused by some provocation from the Sikhs who were still 
Tesiding in the West Punjab districts or by news of some major 
atrocity in the East Punjab. Train and truck-loads of Muslim 
corpses from across the border created reactions which it was 
not easy either for the individuals directly affected or for the 
Authorities, to control. Convoys of Muslims arriving from East 
Punjab presented a pathetic spectacle, whereas convoys of 
Sikhs evacuating West Punjab left their villages defiantly, 
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kiliing and pillaging on the way. Hardly any attack by the 
Muslims went unpunished by the military or the police. The 
non-Muslim minority in the West Punjab, be it noted, were 
able almost up to the last minute, to be actively aggressive, 
and even when they were massed together in large concentra- 
tions, presumably for self-protection, to rush out at night and 
inflict casualties on the Muslims. A list of attacks in the West 
Punjab on refugee trains is given as an Appendix. - It will not 
be without interest to compare 1t with the statement of attacks 
on Muslim refugee trains. If nothing else, the comparison will 
st least show that the Muslims were not nearly so efficient in. 
the art of large-scale killings as the non-Muslims across the 
border. They had no plan, no method, no organisation. They 
scied as their natural impulses prompted them from time to 
time. Why they were angry, they killed and looted and 
burnt. When the anger passed, they fell again into a state of 
depression, puzzled at what had befallen them,—till they 

“p33a sed again. Unlike the Sikhs and the Hindus, they 
<i GaN are go through a programme drawn up for them 
we Ww a programme which they must carry out, 
provocation. — 


ACHE 


Sprawling across the eastern part of the Punjab Pro- 
vince are the Punjab States—Patiala. Nabha, Faridkot, Jind 
and Kapurthala, ruled by Sikh Maharajas but with substantial 
Muslim popwations. These ambitious autocrats were in- 
toxicated more than ordinary mortals, by the dream of a Sikh 
sovereign State in which they imagined themselves as occupy- 
ing powerful positions and extensive sway. They had long 
being flirting with Sikh extremist politicians and gradually 


50 


| Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


90 4 oie BES 
sien et ese “=e ste s 
eS IIT oe “3 


became the refuge and the strength of the Akalis. During 
the massacres, {he geographical situation of these States. 
the autocratic authority of the rulers, and the resources 
at their disposals, gave them much better scope for furthering 
the Sikh Plan than was available to their co-religionists in the 
rest of the Pinjab. The fullest advantage was taken of the 
facilities at their commend to organise and carry out the large 
scale annihilation, plunder and expulsion of their Muslim 
subjects. Walled as they were behind the borders of their 
territories, little authentic news of their crimes qwanaged to 
escape for along time, beyond rumours which seemed incredible 


‘at the time but which subsequent events have shown to have 


heen Perhaps yet short of the whole awful truth. There is no 
doubt that extensive killings of Muslims in these States have 


taken place of which the full evidence wil] perhaps never come 


to light. We reproduce below a statement by a Muslim, who 
till four years azo was a senior police officer in the Patiala 
State Service and who is in a position | to give both background 
and recent facts: 
“T retired from Siate Service towards the end of 1944, 
Whilst I was §.P., Narnaul, I learnt that the Raj 
Jotshi (astroioger} of Mohindergarh was said to 
possess an old copy of the Saw Sekhe predicting the 
suzerainty of the Sikhs in the Punjab and the estab- 
lishment ofa Sikh State, whose head was to be the 
successor of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. Itwas said that 
.the description of the ruler mentioned in the Sau 
Sakhi tallied with that of Yadavinder Singh, the 
present Maharaja of Patiala. This news found its 
way to the Maharaja who sent for the astrologer, 
and after hearing him, attached him to his persona] 
staff. 
In those days, the Allies were suffering heavy repulses 
in the Hast and thei invasion of India by the Japanese 
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was threatened. In view of the prediction in the 
Sau. Salhi and the possibilities involved in the 
threatened Japanese onslaught, the Maharaja explored 
all means of collecting as much armament as could 
be found. Divers were engaged to carry out 
extensive searches in old wells in the various forts 
in the State, including those in Bhatinda, Bahadur- 
garh and Mohindergarh. I also had a search made 
in the Mohindergarh Fort under the orders of S. 
Gurdial Singh, the then I.G.P., Patiala. Mr. Hutton, 
an old employee ‘of the State, was specially recalled 
from Dehra Dun to undertake the reconditioning 
of old weapons recovered from the wells, as well 
as of those stored in the State armoury at 
Patiala. Later, he was deputed to experiment in 
the manufacture of rifles and guns in the factory 
of Ramji Dass Harbans Lal at Bassi Pathanan, 
Patiala State, which manufactured spare parts of 
sewing machines. I have seen two rifle barrels 
prepared in the factory. 


“To make the prediction mentioned shave come true, 


the Maharaja began to arm the Sikhs in the State. 
He also established contacts with the leading 
Akalis, contrary to the policy pursued by his late 
father. The Maharaja’s marriage to the daughter 
of Har Chand Singh Jaijee, an exiled Akali leader 
of the State, was not without political significance.. 
Jaijee wielded considerable influence among the 
leading lights of the Panth. The Maharaja began 
seriously to interest himself in Akali affairs. Master 
Tara Singh, G. Kartar Singh, 8. Baldev Singh, and 
other Akalis visited Patiala where they were treated 
as State guests and meetings in camera were held. 
The Akali movement gained momentum in the 
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Patiala State, though the Police continued as usual, 
‘to keep an eye on the Akalis visiting the State. 
“Arms were secretly distributed to the Sikhs outside 
the State. 


“The Akalis’ influence on the Maharaja gradually 
Increased. They began to interfere in the affairs 
of the State and prevailed upon the Maharaja to 
appoint a Sikh toreplace Rana Tale Mohd. Khan, 
the Muslim Inspector-General of Police. The 
number of Muslims in the police and civil depart- 
ments was considerably reduced and Sikhs appointed 
in their place ; Akali jathas were organised ; sweepers 
and chumars were converted to Sikhism ; Gurmukhi 
was introduced as the court language; and non- 
Sikh State employees were threatened with for- 
feiture of service if they failed to pass the prescri- 
bed Gurmukhi examination. The representation of 
Muslims in State services was reduced below the 
percentage of population.. 


“After amy retirement in December, 1944, I took up 
business and started a few industrial concerns in 
the State ;-but was obliged to wind them up, be- 
cause preferential treatment to Sikhs was noticeable 

even in the distribution of industrial commodities, 
I then went to Dehra Dun and started a timber 
business there, but paid frequent visits to Patiala. 
Hindus holding responsible posts, viz., the private 
Secretary, the Secretary to the Prime Minister, 
the Accountant-General, the Finance Secretary, 
were also replaced by Sikh officials. Secret dis- 
cussions were frequently held with Master Tara 
Singh, G. Kartar Singh and S. Baldev Singh by 
the Maharaja in Moti Bagh and Bara Dari Palace 
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Mr. Huiton’s services were agam utilised for the 
manufacture of firearms in -Qila Mubarak. Bir 


‘pavinder Singh, 8§.P., Barnala, S. Sukhdev Singh, 


oA 


ex-Development Minister and S. Pritam: Singh, 
Sindhu, ex-Income-tax Officer, were secretly deputed 
py the Maharaja to obtain firearms. S. Bir 
Davinder Singh, $.P., Barnala, remained absent 
from his district for about a month. (It was said 
that S. Baldev Singh, Defence Member, India Union, 
was to arrange the supply of firearms to the State 
from British territory.) On his return, it was seen 
thai S. Bir Devinder Singh’s car and trucks bore 
fictitious number plates, and the word ‘Police’ 
was found painted on them. ‘Bir Davinder Singh, 
when questioned by his colleagy ies and friends, 
cave out that he was on a secret crrand specially 
anirusted to him by His-Highness. Shortly after 
his return he collected firearms including rifles, 
revolyers and pistols, recovered in criminal cases 
and deposited in Police and Judicial armouries in. 
the Barnala District, and ame ides hake them: 
to the Akal jathedars in the Sarnala District. 
Similar arrangements were made in the Sunam and 
Bassi Districts. . 

month or so before the last Id, I learnt that the 
Aksli jathas in the State were armed through their 
jathedars by the Superintendents of Police in every 
district. They were meant to assist the State 
forces in launching attacks on the State Muslims. 
Reliable and trustworthy, present and retired 
officials of the Patiala State, ssyecially the relatives 
of the Maharaja, were entrusted with the task of 
organising and arming the Akali jathas. The 
prominent Government officials among them were 
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S. Raghbir Singh, ex-Home Minister, S. Pritam 
Singh, retired Excise Commissioner, Major Arjan 
Singh, Retired Superintendent, Jail, $. Atma Singh, 
Chief Engineer, General Balwant Singh and 
General Bhagwan Singh. Armament, _ lorries,. 
trucks, armoured cars, etc., purchased from Delhi: 
through General Balwant Singh, ostensibly for the 
use of State Forces, were in fact: meant for further- 
ing the plan for the creation of Khalistan and the 
annihilation of Muslims in the State. 


“After the Partition, jathas began to attack trains. 
between Sadhugarh and Rajpura, and Rajpura and 
Dhuree, looting Muslims and throwing them out of 
the train after killing them. Simultaneously, meet- 
ings were held in State gurdwaras where spears. 
and swords were freely distributed to ihe Sikhs. 
In the beginning, Sikh troops and Sikh jathas of the. 
State attacked Muslim villages in the British. 
territory adjoining the Patiala State. Loot and: 
murder originally started in the British territory 
was then extended to the Patiala State territory and: 
a campaign of organised terror and butchery began,. 
resulting in the destruction of many Muslim villages. 
Jeeps and trucks of the State were supplied to the: 
jathas to facilitate their campaign. About the end 
of August, Dhandian, a Muslim village, was attacked: 
by the military and the jgathas of S. Raghbir Singh, 
ex-Home Minister. A Muslim village near the 
Bahadurgarh Fort was also attacked by the Sardar’s 
jathas but the attackers had to retreat owing to- 
the strong resistence offered iy the Odes numbering 
about $/9 hundred encamping in that village. These 
incidents were followed by general attacks on Muslim. 
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villages by armed Sikh jathas aided by the Patiala 
State troops. 


shen left for Dehra Dun to resume my timber busi- 
ness, but could not proceed beyond Ambala as the 
onward journey was not free from danger. Whilst 
at Ambala, I was informed that a large number of 
Muslim refugees injured in the train coming from 
Rupar had been admitted to the Ambala City 
Hospital. I went to see them and learnt from one 
of them that except the 106 wounded admitted 
into the hospital, all the Muslim passengers in the 
train had been butchered by the Sikhs. I then 
left Ambala with my family in a truck. — 


« Near Piplee a large armed Sikh mob attempted to 
attack my truck, but I managed to escape by ac- 
celerating the speed. Leaving my family at Saha- 
ranpur I reached Dehra Dun, whence I returned on 
-he 13th September, with my brother. At Saha- 
ranpur we joined a military convoy, bound for 
Lahore ev route to Sialkot on the 21st September. 
In the way. a large gathering of Muslim refugees 
was noticed near Piplee, as also an armed Sikhs 
mob numbering about 2/5 thousand on either side 
of the road, a few miles from Piplee. They carried 
logs of woods for obstructing the vehicular traffic 
on the road before attacking the travellers. The 
ynilitary trucks of our convoy including my brother’s 
private car passed on without mishap, but as my 
truck reached the spot, the armed mob pounced 
upon it. Luckily none of us was hurt. We had 
not gone far when a tank, carrying troops under 
the command of a British officer, approached us 
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from the Ambala side. The British officer stopped 
us and enquired as to whether the convoy had 
reached safely. We told him that three trucks of 
our convoy had been left behind. We also apprised - 
him of the existence of the armed Sikh mob near 
Pipiee and how our truck had escaped the attack. 
The British officer then proceeded towards Piplee 
and we waited for the three trucks which joined us 
2 little later. We were informed that the mob 
had intercepted them by placing logs of wood on the 
road, but finding them fully armed had decamped 
behind the bushes. The logs of wood had been 
removed from the road with the help of soldiers 
in the tank. 


“We saw several corpses of Muslims lying on both sides 
of the road, being eaten up by vultures. Near 
Ambala, we met a convoy of 4/5 thousand Muslim 
refugees marching towards Ambala. They told 
us that they were from the Patiala State villages. 
On entering Patiala State territory, batches .of 
armed Sikhs were noticed on both sides of the road 
waiting to attack and kill any Muslim they could 
find. On arrival at Hajpura, the convoy was 
detained at the barrier which was manned by the 
State Military and Police. Mr. Siri Krishen, Teh- 
sildar, and another Magistrate were also present. 
Two machine guns were fixed at the barrier. Near 
the machine guns two armed Sikh mobs consisting 
of soldiers in mufti numbering about 200 were 
present. On the arrival of the convoy, they rushed 
towards us but were cautioned by the Lieutenant 
in charge of the Military at the barrier. They ap- 
peared to have been purposely kept there by the 
authorities for attacking vehicular and other 
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nascenger traffic. This was probably done in the 
hape of avoiaing direct responsibility cf the State 
Wilitary for such attacks. Iam convinced that they 


were military men and sah civilians. bes private 


cars accompanying the convoy were searched by the 
Lieutenant after the women and others had Teen 
made to get out. Two shot guns b-lo: ei ng to two 

efucees from Roorkee were taken possession of by 
he he Large amie a of armed Sikhs 
taticed on either side of the sun near the 
Railway Station and in the bazar 1 nearby. 
id not attack the convoy, as the State officers 

a 


- 


d 
at the barrier had warnedthem not to do so. At 
ec 


the mid barrier located at the place where the 
Grand Ts unk Road again crosses the railway li 
another machine gun was located. In the Palisi. 
State territory between Rajpura and Kukar Maj 
h Gs were noticed at many place 
: side. The road between the above 
laces was strewn with Muslim corpses. Under 
the bridge near Chawapail several armed Sikhs 
were lying in ambush to attack Muslim convoys. 
Similarly, at Doraha a big armed Sikh mob was seen 
but our convoy passed on safely. Among the mobs 
on the road I noticed several ex-military men as 


well as active members of State Forces in mufti. 


— 

7?) 

on 
4 


«we reached Ludhiana at 9-30 a.m. and stayed there 
for the night. The police persisted in searching 
us, but the search was given up when the Superin- 
tendent of Police was told by the Officer in charge 
of the convoy that the convoy had been searched 
previously at Rajpura. Our convoy moved on 
the following morning. We observed Muslim 
refugees encamping between Ludhiana and Phillaur | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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ind marching on the road in that sector. They 
vere unprotected from the weather, were half- 
starved, in filthy clothes and in a depressed state. 
From Phillaur to Jullundur mobs of armed Sikhs 
were seen collected along the railway track and the 
road, waiting for an opportunity to assault iusiim 
conveys. Fortunately we were not attacked 
because we had adequate military escort. We saw 
another armed Sikh mob near Kartarpur but it 
disappeared on seeing our military escort. We 
came across another siream of Muslim refugees 
xtending over a distance of 1} mile. They were 
in the same predicament as those we had seen 
between Ludhiana and Phillaur. We also observed 
a refugee Up special train without an engine strand- 
ed near ihe Beas Railway Station. We were pleased 
to see that the Baluchi military escort attached to 
the train was alert and had taken up positions by the 
road side to ward off any attacks. When we 
reached Jandiala Cana! Rest House, a military 
detachment of Gurkhas under three British officers 
stopped our convoy and advised us not to go fur- 
ther as, they said, the situation in Amritsar city was 
disturbed, and the Sikhs had opened fire on a 
refugee convey in motor transport. We stopped 
for the night on the Jandiala Canal distributary 
bank. We resumed our journey the following 
morning and passed through Amritsar city. We 
observed a big armed Sikh mob in and around 
Amritsar. The police detachment of the Eastern 
Punjab at the Wagha barrier stopped our convoy 
for the purpose of scrutiriy and detained 5 trucks 
of U. P. owned by evacuees of Roorkee and 
Saharanpur on the plea that-trucks of the U. P. 
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cauld not go to Pakistan. In the course of unload- 

« the passengers and their luggage from the de- 

1 trucks, the police seized several articles, We 

entered Pakistan territory and reached Lahore on 
o4th September. 

Onarrival at Lahore J] met Khalifa Mohammad Sadiq, 
Dewan of Jind State, an evacuee in Baghbanpura 
who teld me that while in the Jind State he had 
known an armed Sikh gang of the Patiala State 
operating ina jeep in Jind territory, that they had 
attacked a Muslim family proceeding to Sangrur 
for protection and fired on them causing one death 
and grievous injuries to others. The Sangrur Police 
had tracked the culprits to Sunam city, Patiala 
State. No assistance was given by the District 
Superintendent of Police in apprehending the cul- 
prits, nor any assurance to check such operations. 
The Dewan whilst passing through the Patiala State 
territory on his way to Delhi had seen a Muslim 
village being looted by Sikh hooligans among whom 
was the Sikh jathedar of the village and his Akali 
followers, Who shot dead a large number of Mus- 
lims. Sikhs indulging in murder and loot were 
again scen by the Dewan in another Patiala State 
village situated on the road. 

J have omitted to mention that all my jewellery, cash, 
household property, including my car are still in 
Patiala.” 

[here is no need to give details about the other States, as 
mis in them followed the same pattern. According to census 
culations, about 250,000 Muslims from Patiala alone are 
ssing and unaccounted for. In Kapurthala, the Muslims 
‘med the majority of the population. There are hardly any 


ng 
tained 


't now there. 
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‘XIV 


This note is not intended to be a tale of horror. Grue- 
some details of rapes and tortures, and sickening accounts 
of brutalities and atrocities, of limbs torn and wombs ripped 
open, of maimings, beheadings and nauseating obscenities, have 
been deliberately avoided. Most of the thousands of refugee 
stories contain one or more of these details. But although they 
add enormously to the human suffering and humiliation, which 
these events have caused, an intelligent reader can well imagine 
them for himself. It is enough for such a reader to be told that 
the loss of human lives from genocidal attacks and from lack of 
food, exposure and floods has been so great that it is difficult 
to find a aie to it outside a large-scale war. The Muslim 
population of East Punjab Districts and States, allowing for 
normal increase since the 1941 census, has been calculated as 


about 6 million. A census of refugees is already in progress in 


West Punjab and is about to be taken in other parts of West 
Pakistan.. Till that is concluded it is not possible to give the 
accurate number of those from East Punjab who have been 
forced to take refuge in Pakistan. But provisional calculations 


-put the figure at about five million. And there are some 


Muslims still stranded in Kast Punjab. The remainder—that 
is, half a million to one million Muslims—either rest beneath 
the earth’s surface in unknown fields, ditches, drains, wells and 
rivers, or their bodies have been eaten up by dogs and vultures. 
Nor was it the intention to include all the events, even all the 
major events, in this note. ‘here are too many of them, 
and too many others which will never be known as those who 
‘could truthfully relate them are dead. 


The purpose of this note is merely to show that the crime 
of the Sikhs and theix Hindu instigators and accomplices was a 
premeditated crime, that these murders and massacres were 
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' planned, and that even as the secret preparations presaged an 
orcanised annihilation - of Muslims, the methods of annihilation 
reveal previous preparations. The incidents that have been 
mentioned here have been selected with this end alone in 
view and do not claim to constitute an exhaustive picture, 
either in time or space, of the entire scene. 


Have the Sikhs succeeded in their plan, the plan to domi- 
nate the land from the Jumna to the Chenab ? Certainly not 
so far as the irans-Ravi area is concerned, the area with “ the 
‘ganals and the canal colonies * and the sacred shrines of Sacha 
‘Sguda and Nankana Sahib. Here they were thwarted : perhaps 
‘hv Muslim resistance and retaliation ; perhaps by the fact that 
she Partition preceded the decision of the Boundary Commis. 
Jon. go that when the latter was announced there was already 
's Muslim Government in control of the trans-Ravi tract ; 
| perhaps by the fact that the Coalition Government resigned in 
IMfsrch and because of it the Sikh war-machine had to be put In 
motion too soon. The large-scale concentration of Sikhs, four 
hundred to fire hundred thousand strong, and fully armed which 
saved behind in Lyallpur till after the Partition and then was 
jeliberately evacuated by Sikh leaders to East Punjab without 
any apparent immediate cause, seems to point to a revision 
of the Plan, necessitated by some unexpected sequence of 


events. 

Inthe East Punjab, however, the plan succeeded remark- 
ably well. Within a few weeks an enormous population of 
Muslims, that had been living there for generations was either 
wiped out or turned out completely and thoroughly. ‘The fire- 
arms and other lethal weapons collected and manufactured 
over a number of months, the persistent conditioning of the 
Sikh masses by ceaseless propaganda and fanatical preachings,. 
the organisation and steady grewth of the Akal Fauj, the close 

co-ordination with the Sikh States, the active help—with men, 
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money and material—rendered by the Sikh rulers, the pact 
With the Hindus and their militant organisation the RSSS the ° 
unity of purpose which inspired Hindus and Sikhs in ali walks 
of life including civilian officials and the army—all these yielded 
an ample return. These clements of the Plan manifested them- 
selves in all parts of the province and where they found the 
fullest scope and encountered the least obstacles, as in the East 
Punjab and the Sikh States, their success was phenomenal. 

Whether after annihilating and expelling the Muslims, 
the Sikhs will yet realise their dream —in other words, whether 
there will be honesty among thieves and murderers —and their 
erstwhile accomplices, the Hindus, will now efface themselves 
to the greater glory of the Panth—is for the future historian to 
record. 
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APPENDIX i— concluded 


Statement 
No. of 
source of} 

inforina- 

tion 


Place of ovcurrenco Nature of atrocity 


—— ee | eee 
—— aaa 

—— 
es 


2 3 : : sinntin oe 
, WNapurthala 240 | Sloughtor of foot convoy, 
ig ans 7 “ae all 1,685 killed. 
99 8.9-47 és Village Harbanspura, 432 Willing, 800 killod ‘he 


District Gurgaon. 


100 12-947 oi Jullundur Railway Station 142 ne and killing, 100 
101 16-9-47 |} 10 p.m. | GaliSahtra, Delhi 4 405 | Firing from house tops, 
4, 000 killed. 
102 18-9-47 si "illago Shabliwal, Dis- 186-C | Slaughter, 70 killed  .. 
trict Amritsar. 
103 | _22.9-47 = Delhi , ea 218 | Looting - 
104 2-10-47 ‘% Village Bhaiui, District 239 | K Cilling and looting, 3 
Gurdaspur. killed. 
105 se a Sharifpura, Aroritsar .. 99 | Firing, butchering and 
; ; looting. 
166) Pe 7 Village Khabe Dogran, 71 Firing, hutchoring and 
District ‘Amritsar. we looting, 275 Isillod. 
107 as ee Village Bhojiad: Distriot » 179 | Butechoring, firing and 


Amritsar. abduction, 1,000 killed. 


BA: . 


Personnel involved 


Sikhs and military cacort 


Hindu jats assisted by 
non-Muslim additional 
police. 


Hindu military and police 
Dogra and Sikh military 
500 Sikhs and tuilitary.. 


Military 


Sikhs and police 


Sikh mob 
military. 


mixed with 
Sikh. jathas mixed. with 
military. 


8,000 Sikhs mixed with 
military. 


IKapurthala 
Army. 
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APPENDIX VI 
yport of D.W. McDonald, &sq., Addl. De 


pore,on the Derailment of Pakistan S 


pecial near Giddarbaha on 
the night of 9th August 1947 


Under orders of the Chief Secretary 
gly this morning, I proceeded to the site 
giting there at about 10-45 hours. 
wiles on the Bhatinda side of Gidd 
wlesraph posts 203/21 and 203/22. 


to Government, Punjab, received. 
of derailment as soon as I could, 
The site of derailment was about 4 to 6 
arbaha Railway Station and between. 


Before reaching spot I made enquirics at Giddarbaha Railway Station 
shether those travelling in these Pakistan Specials were in the habit of shouting 
sEensive or provocative slogans, My findings were that.-they were not. They 
smainly shouted slogans of Pakistan Zindabad, Jinnah Zindabad, and the 
diferent Muslim nares, but nothing against Hindustan or any personality. 


When I reached the spot, those travelling in the derailed train had 


already 
been taken off in a relief train and consequently 


I had no access to any one who. 
Fas actually on the train at the time of the occurronce. S.D.0., Railway 


Police, Deputy Superintendent. Police, Fazilka, Inspector Police, Giddarbaha, . 


snd several other Police officials were there. Railway officers and staff were 
tlso present working on getting the permanent-way cleared as early as possible. 

It was reported to me that one woman and her child were the oniy fatal 
casualties. Two persons received serious injuries and 1 


2 persons received 
|minor injuries. 


That this train was derailed with deliberate intention there is not the 


slightest doubt. I will now try and give a picture of how this crime ‘was 
carried cut. 


It is reported that five men arrived near the spot in a khaki coloured 


Jeep in the late evening, and that two men ona camel joined them. So long 
is | was at the spot no one could be secured who would even disclose tle caste: 
of the occupants of the Jeep. Every one questioned stated that it was dark 
and they could not tell. These men came to the spot through Satrah village, 
“which is about 2 miles away. They left the Jeep on the Satrah-Daula 
Kacha Road directly opposite telegraph post 203/21, which is a distance of 
about 550 yards. They approached to within about 150 yards of the Railway 
line, where there is a water-course running parallel to the Railway, and frour 
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ther. laid two cables reaching up to the railway lines. So farasI can mako. 
out from an inspection of the damaged line, they must: kaye laid two charges. 


of gelignite on the inside of the rail, passing the .cables under the ling. 
These charges were electrically fired by a battery placed at the spot 150 yards 


away in the watercourse. Information regarding the approach of the Special: 


was obtained by tapping the telephone wires at the spot, and presumably 


listening into the conversation between the Railway staffs of Giddarbaha and: 


the previous station. Immediately the engine passed the selected telegraph 
post (203/21) the battery was touched off and the Gelignite charges fired. 
The explosion took place when the middle of the second bogie from the engino 
was over the spot. The explosion dislodged 7 feet of the rail and also blew a 
hele into tho vacuum tube under the second bogie. This leak in the vacuum 
system must have immediately caused all the brakes of the train to jam on. 


. The bogie under which the charge was fired and two behind it capsized and 


four others were derailed—one in front and three behind the capsized bogies. 
A sketch showing the position of these seven bogies is attached. So isa sketch 
showing the layout of the site of accident. 


When I reached the site of occurrence, I heard rumours that work on 
arranging for this crime must have been going on for some days, and_ the 
Railway staff being Hindus, did nothing about it. This is quite wrong. Any 
trained Engineer or any man trained in guerilla warfare can carry out such 
an operation as this within a mutter of a few minutes after leaving the Jeep. 
One thing is obvious from the manner in which this crime was executed and 
from the material recovered at. the spot, and that is that the leading culprit is 
a man who has served in the army in some engineer unit or isa man who 
has been trained in guerilla warfare. 

Material recovered at the spot was :— ; 

(1) Three pounds or so of Gelignite, massed together and not in paper 
wrapped sticks as is usual, 

(2) A cigarette tin with what looks like ordinary river sand 1/4 full. 

(3) Fair length of cable wire. 

(4) A large eveready battery, high tension. 

° (5) Two metal houks with stick holds and with cables attached. 
(These were hanging from the telephone wires and had obviously 

been used for tapping the wires). 


(6).Seventeen empty -450 revolver cartridge cases. 


It was reported that the train escort opened fire on the culprits and they re- 
turned the fire while bolting. This must account for recovery No. 6 above. The 
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patiery was found about 50 yards fur ther from the train than the empty rounds. 
It was probably dropped in the hurry to get away. <A telephone was obviously 
i but this must have been taken away. The cabje used was new and 
mist have been brought to the site on two new eard-hoard drums. These 
were recovered with the cable. About 14” piece of the blown-away railway 
Jine was nae at the spot but the remaining 43’ to 5’ piece is missing. I can 
only presume that this is mixed up in the debris of the wrecked railway track 
and aes | 
The train must have been going a fair speed io have gone.so far past the 


hae 7 
d ihe fact ihni the damage was‘dene 
is aione respensible for the small 


neine continued to pull and all 


at where the Hing was blown. This a1 
fier the engine and first bogie had pi 
} 


wi e : 
list of casunlties. Due ta the fact thatthe oe 


brakes were automatically ee by tbe explosion, the train was kept 
‘j cal upright position. If 


i 3 the buik of the carriages retained their 
re the engine 


stretched ane ti 

he engine reached the spot, 
ground and the whole train 
an act cf Providence that the 


to go over before the damage was done to the line. 


been blown jast before 


3¢ had 
burying into the 


we 
7] 
rr) 
se 
te 


would have stapped dead 


siled up on io it. Ib was, therefore, 


ne was: as wed ¢ 


ens 
From the fact that new cable wire was used, gelignite which is only a 
miliary supply was employed, a new battery anda telephone were amongst. 


taken to the spot, a khaki coloured sigs was ‘ave means of 
c 


and -£50 revolver rounds were found at the spot, Tam of the opinicn, 


trunsnart, 
though Z am reluctant lo express if, thi it this crime was perpetrated by some 
men siill in military service 


(Sd). D.W. MeDonzale, 
addi, Deputy Commissioner, Feroevepons. 


Shief Secretary to Government, Punjab, Lahore {&y neme). 


, 
. 
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APPENDIX VII 


A statement on Delhi Disturbances made by a Military Officer on 
2Ist September 1947 


Subject -—DELnI DistursANcrEs 


Iwas one of the Military Officers attached to the Q. M. G.’s Branch, G. H.Q. 
ENDIA in connection with’ tlie move of Pakistan Government to Karachi. 


Early in August 1947, we started despatching the personnel of the Pakis- 
tan Government by Special Passenger Trains. This continued till the middle 
of the months afier which the train service had to be abandoned on account of 
disturbances in Easiczn Punjab. Towards the end of the month BOAC Aircrafts 
were chartered to fly the stranded Government personuel from Delhi to Narachi. 
The J. N. A. also placed some aircraits at our disposal but later on these wero 
Withdrawn and requisitioned by the Governmentsof India for ‘ Other purposes.” 
On arrival of the BOAC Aircrafts from England the “ Operation Pakistan ”’ 
began on the 4th of September 1947 from Palam Airport. 

By this date, the general situation in Delhi hed become tense and in spite 

of the Doihi City laving been under an $8-lour curfew, conditions had de- 
teriorated. Refugees, especially the Sikhs coming from Punjab, were rosponsi- 
ble for spreading panicky news and mass incetings were being held every day 
in the refugee camps. The directive from East Punjab was “Do not allow 
Pakistan Personnel or property to escape.” All incoming Railway Trains to 
_Delii were being attacked in the suburbs and Muslims were being massacred, 
Palam Railway Station vicinity is one of the examples. On the whole the 
outlook was far from bright and it was quite apparent that trouble would break 
out at any moment. In spite of the curfew in Delhi areca, the Sikhs could be 
seen moving about in jeeps, armed with swords and possibly other weapons. 
There was a general rumour that troublo would break out in Delhi on or about 
tho dth of September and even New Delhi which had hitherto ¢seaped communal 
disturbances would not be spared. Yet the authorities in New Delhi did not 
adopt any precautionary measures to prevent trouble and in spite of high ten- 
sion and explosive atmosphere cven curfew was not imposed. 1 was staying in 
a flat, immediately above the premises of Messrs. Fazalbhoy -& Sons in 
Queensway, Connaught Place. 


The disturbances broke out in the surrounding villages of Delhi on 3rd 
September, and from Palam aerodrome I could sce the smoke of burning villages 
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not more than three to four miles away. The Muslim residonts of these villages 
were looted, killed and turned out of their homes. Those who had the good 
fortune to escape came to us for shelter, because we had some Muslim troops 
guarding the airport area. The number of these refugees was about three 
| hundred and many of these saw the Honourable Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar and 
explained their sufferings and grievances to him when tho Honourable Member 
| was returning from Delhi on the Sth of September. 
| 7th September 1947 


| At about 08-00 hours I left my flat in Connaught Place and proceeded to 
Delhi Railway Station. During my brief stay at the Railway Station I found 
I had gone to see my younger 


that the situation was far from being normal. 
| brother (who is an Officer in the Army), who had reached Dolhi by Punjab 
| Mail on the previous evening and had to spend the night at the Railway Station 
‘ander a very tense and explosive atmosphere. During the night that he was 
st the Railway Station, three bombs or hand-grenades were thrown on the Mus- 
| im massengers, which resulted in ten porsons being killed and several others 
injured. = : 

The trains which reached Delhi that morning had blood in some of the com- 
partments. Isaw my brother off on the Punjab Mail bound for Bombay. That 
was the only train which went out of Delhi without any incident. Thereafter 
every train leaving Delhi on G.I. P. line was stopped near Nizamuddin and 
Muslim passengers pulled out and put to death. I left Delhi Railway Station 
2t about 09°00 hours and I have been told that the general killing and looting 
st the Railway Station started immediately afterwards. 


At about 09°20 hours I passed through the outer circle of Connaught Place 
(on my way to Palam Airport). The looting in Connaught Placc had started. 
Isew hundreds of people, mostly Sikhs and other hooligans, breaking open the 
shops and looting everything. There were two lorry load of Military Troops 
standing by on the road side and there was some Policetoo. But neither of 
these two parties took any interest in what was going on around them and looked 
quite unconcerned. When nearing Plaza Cinema, I saw two dead bodies lying 
on the foot-path. I did not stop my vehicle because I was unarmed. On our 
way out from the Connaught Place we saw three more dead bodies (Muslims) 
lying in front of the Rivoli Cinema. = 

I was on duty at the Palam Aerodrome up till 18°00 hours on the 7th of Sep- 
tember, and during the day we got all sorts of news of mass murder, loot and 
arson all over Delhi. At about 19°00 hours we returned to the Pakistan Transfer 
Office at ‘L’ Block. This office by that time had taken the shape of a refugee 
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camp and there were about six thousand people—a majority of these from the 
Lodi Road Colony areca. We had to open another camp at Palam on that day. 
Rescuo partics were organised and under the personal supervision of other 


officers rescuing of mon, women and children was carried out from the affected 
area. . : 


On Sth September, most of the Muslim Matric Examinees were killed and 
butchered outisde the examination hall at Karol Bagh. 


On 7th September, the whole of Lodi Road and Willingdon Airport area 
was surrounded by the Sikhs and every Muslim who was trapped was put to 
death. The figure of those killed at the Willingdon Airport and Lodi Colony 
on this day alone will casily be a few hundred if not a few thousand. An 
Englishman who happened to be at the Willingdon Airport on that fateful 
morning related to me all these details. Ho told me that. the Sikhs dressed in 
civilian clothes used sten guns and swords to kill their victims. The Willing- 

- don Airport remained closed for the next six or seven days. ° 


Somc of the above-mentioned officers who went to rescue the trapped Mus. 
lims in the Lodi Road colony had narrow escapes. We have seen burnt houses, 
men, wornen and even children. The Police did not. do anything to protect the 
innocent people or prevent the looting of their shops or houscs and instead gave 
their full support to the hooligans and thus added more chaos to confusion. 

On that evening I had to go to my flat in Connaught Place and rescue 
some of my own people who were staying with me. Accompanied by a military 
escort ] reached the flat at about 24-00 hours. The first thing which struck us 
was the looted and empty shop of Messrs. Fazalbhoy and Sons. All the other 

- * Muslim stalls, in the arcades of the vicinity had been looted, but in contrast to 
this not a single Hindu shop or stall had been touched. Our own flat had 
become a small refugee camp as all the women and children of the surrounding 
flats had come there. It took the hooligans four to five hours to complete the 
looting of Fazalbhoy premises. This was done in the presence of the Police 
and the Military who did nothing to preveut this large-scale loot. 


Sth September 1947 


This day is generally known as thv great day of massacre loot and arson 
in New and Old Delhi. In Connaught Place nearly all the Muslim shops were 
looted, ¢.¢.; Messrs. Hussain Bakhsh, Capital Boot House, Umar & Co., Ghani 
Stores, Fazalbhoy and others. Muslim shops and property in Chandni Chowk, 
Sadar Bazar, Sabzi Mandi and Paharganj wero looted on a grand scale and 


hundreds of Muslims killed in these localitics. The Muslims of Delhi lost the:- 
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morale, and the will to resist, because they had not only to resist the well-armed 
Sikhs but also found tho Police and Military against them. Those who 
escaped - -being slaughtered fled from their homes le; ving everything behind, 
The majority of the Muslim Police had either been disarmed or poste -d to som 
ynimportant places in the city. A number of these policemen fled and found 
refuge in our camp. By the evening of Sth Septem! scr, there were approx- 
imately twelve thousand Muslims as refugees in cur ‘L’ Block aren. Pre 
water eS in this particular arca was cut EF for nearly 24 hours and in the 


Fa naiive but to Sein 16. 


Some of our officers and a handful of Muslim troops went to the worst 
afiected localities like Karol Be sh and Palargenj and aged as many lives as _ 
they possibly could. They saw many dead bedies aud burnt heuses, All 
tlfose who had been rescued had the same tale to tell that neither the Police 
nor the Army had been helpful to them in their piight. Asa matter of fact there 
are instances Waste the Police has forcibly ejected Muslim occu pants of the 
honse, put them in their truck and dumped them in one of the refugee camps 
under the pretence of taking them te safety. The houses which fell vacan$ in 
this manner were immediately occupied by the Hindus or Sikhs with its 
property. Exactly this happened to Mr. H. Mumtaz’s servants who were liv- 
ing ina fat just opposite Plaza Cinema. - 

Wherever the Muslims put up any resistanco against organised attacks, 
it was ruthlessly put down by the tte or Police Force and the mischief 
makers were given a free hand. Such were the conditions and chaos which 
existed on the Sth of September. No Mustim could feel safe. It was e very pee a 
black day for the Muslims in Delhi. Although the whole of Delhi and es- 
pecially part of the New Delhi arca was supposed to be under curfew, there was 
no proper checking during thi curfew | hours, Machine sun fire could be heard 
in Connaught Place as late as 22-00 hours. " 

9th September 1947 

In spite of the “ Shoot to Kill” ordor given to the troops by the Area Com- - 3 
Mander, looting-and killing continued all over Dejhi on the same scale as on the 
Previous two days. This order may have been givénin good faith, but it was_ 
generally known and felt that it was more applicable against Muslims than 
4gainst non-Muslims. More and more troops were poured into the disturbed 
‘Teas but tho situation was far from being under control. The Sikhs, in their ; 
bid to wipe out the Muslims in Karol Bagh and Paharganj, apart from using : 
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AULOluatig W Capons even used 3” Mortar. Isolated Muslim property in these 
localitics was first looted and then set on fire. In other places the property 
was locted and the vacant houses wore occupicd by the non- -Muslims. 


Shortage of rations had become. very sorious. There were hundreds of 
people who had not had anything to cat for two or three days. 

The Purana Qila refugee Camp was opened and thousands of Aluslins 
who had fled from ¢heir homes took shelter in it. By the evening of the Uti, 


‘ there were approximately 25,000 refugees in Purana Qila and more were pouring 


in from all dir ections. 


An cyewituoss who was working in Purana Qila as medical reiic f saw lort "Y- 


loads of dead bodies being dumped between New Delhi water-works and Feroz 
~Shsh Kotla.” By the evoning he estimated the number of dead bodies taken te 


this dump to be in no way less than 10,000. At 19°00 hours (on 9th September: 


-1947), the dump of dead bodies was burnt with petro! and fuel. This fire was. 


witnessed by thousands from the Purana Qila fort. To avoid panic, he informed 


“the occupants that the fire w as due to arubber dump. ‘This person whe is weil 


known to many high officials of Pakistan is here and ean vouchsafe for this. 
statement, and can give further information of the RSSS activitics in Deihi. 


vin . oe " jim September LOL7 : 


ih ‘tho meintime the ev vacuation of. Government per sonnel fron Palam: 


“Airport was going on smoothly... On this morning. the I. IN: ‘A. Hindu. cvound 
- staff struck work in order to paraly: se and delay our w ork from Delhi. But.this 


did not mar our spirits and wwe carried on the work with our own volunteers. 
Howevor next day all the staff returned to duty. ee Pets 


» 


The situation had slightly improved in New Delhi but places ike Dhiraj 
Pahari, Bara Hindu Rao, Nawabganj, Qasabpura, and Jdhil Kulanja sient 
heavy losses in life and proporty (of Muslims). ; 


IIth September 1947, 


Although the situation showed some signs’ of improvement, but in New 
Delhi the looting of Muslim houses and bungalows was still in progress. Food 


and rations had arrived. Tho refugees in Purana Qila who had been in a sad 


plight: were. organised and distribution of food arranged as far as it could be 
done. The number of refugees had gone up to about 50,000. Pandit Nehru, 
Commander-in- Chief, India, and Lady Mountbatten paid a number of visits 
to the refugee camp. On 10th September one of the lorries evacuating refugees: 
from Old Delhi side was fired at by a machine gin in the immediate vicinit- 
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Kashmiri Gate. Itis believed that this fire was directed from a military 
piequect posted on top of this gate. Whon tho lorry reached Purana Qila, eve 
of its occupants had died and three seriously injured including a baby with 
a bullet through the chest. Later on during the afternoon when Lady Mount- 
batten visited the eamp she was apprised of this incident. This goos to 
show that unarmed Muslim refugees were shot at by the custodians of law in 
broad daylight. 

On llth September, the Delhi Polico made its first appearance at the 
Pala Airport and started examining the baggage of all Pakistan bound 
passengers. By the orders ofthe Government of India, all licensed arms were 
confiscated by the Police. 

- 13th September 1947. 

But on 13th morning, a new Hindu Police Squad arrived at the Palam 
Airport. They were accompanied by the Superintendent of Police and 
one Civilian Sikh wearing sherwani. On this particular morning the Police 
started making a thorough search under, the personal supervision of this 
Sikh. The search was being conducted ina disgraceful manner and the 
behaviour of this Sikh was rude towards the passengers. On enquiring about. 
tis designation or the authority to conduct the search, le refused to reveal his 
identity to myself. However the Superintendent of Police told us that 
the Sikh had been authorised by the High Command to supervise the scarch 
-of all the Pakistan passengers. He conducted himself in such a bad manner 
that apart from intentionally delaying every aircraft for two to three hours, 
he was not even courteous to the ladies. In fact he bimsclf wanted to search 
the ladics. When it was pointed out to him that if it was his intention to 
search the Jaides then he should have brought some woman for this purpose 
he replied that he did not have cnough time to go into all such petty detatls 
sud if we did not allow him to du what he liked, then no aircraft would be able 
to take off that day. He was also rude to the crew of tho aircrafts. 

This Sikh is reputed to be a Magistrate. Apart from confiscatiay all 
licensed arms and authorised ammunition. the following things were confiscated 
from the passengers: 

(1) Scissors of all types, big and small. 

(2) Razor Blades. 

(3) Forks and Knives. 

(4) Tongs. 

(5) Dry and tinned rations. 

(6) Cotton and silk cloth includivg wemen’s bead coverings. 
(7) Bed-Sheets. 


When ho was requested not to be so abrupt in handling the contents of 
¢he boxes, and just pulling out and throwing saris on the ground, he replied 
‘Tam doing all this in a vindictive spirit. I am trying to teke rovengo for 
the happenings in West Punjab. You must remember that this is Hindustan 
and not your Pakistan. Youare now in India and you will be treated in any 
manner we like. If you have got anything to say you can go and tell it to your 
Jinnsh.’’ These words wore uttered by him in the presenco of the British 
BOAC aircraft crow, two other military officers and mysolf. 


Later on in the afternoon the Area Commander and a Representative 
from the Supreme Commander’s Headquarters arrived at the Palam Acrodrome 
and this Sikh Civilian was asked to go away. His name I have been told is 
Sardar Harbhajan Singh. ‘ 


I left Delhi on 15th September, and up till that date the situation could 
“ho summed up as follows :— 


(1) Sixty per cent Muslims from Old Delhi and 90 per cent Muslim 
residents of New Dolhi had fled from their houses and taken 
refuge in Purana Qils or elsewhere. 

(2) Allempty flats in Connaught Placo and other houses in Now Delhi 
had first been looted by hooligans and then occupied by non- 

’ Muslims, mostly Sikhs. 
(:3) 'The Muslims in Delhi have been terrorised to such an oxtent that 
: : very few will go back to their homes and settle down again. 

(4) At Teast 20,000 to 25,000 Muslims were killed in Delhi between tho 
4th and Mth of Septembor 1947. 0 The. casualties suffered 
by non-Muslims do net exceed 2,000 in all, Apart from this 
hundreds of Muslims were injured, the loss of property and tho 
numbor of people rendered homeless cannot be estimated. 
Muslim women wero abducted or converted. 

(5) In spite of the ban, Sikhs could still be seen with swords and 
kirpans. The Government of Tndia lad imposed this ban for 


three reasons t— 


(2) enough Muslims had been ):illed or terrorised, 
(b) to dupe the Pakistan Goverament and uso this banning of swords 
and kirpans as political propaganda, ; 
(c) the Hindus after witnessing the mass slaughtor and atrocities 
inflicted on the Muslims by the Sikhs were themselves afr aid 
that these very swords may be used neainst thom. 
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(6) Licensed Weapons were still Leing confiscated . from all pereons 
leaving Delhi, with the result that Thad to leave my 19-bore Shot 
gun with a friend of mine. 


(7) Attackers in no instance were disarmed but Muslim citize 


Au 


the attackers instead of }] being helved were disarme ad, forcibly 


evacuated to near arcas, their houses eiven over to attackers for 
loot and occupation e.g., in Ssbzi Mandi on 8th September 
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(8) Disarming, harassing and searching of Muslim areas, which 


. 7 


spparently were neither responsible for leot or creating trouble. 


(9) Majority of the Muslim Police had either been disarmed or found 
refuge in Purana Qila Camp ;. 

(10) No Hindy cagualiies in Mohalles. No Hindu Mohalle or srea 
either attacked, looted or occupied. 

(11) RSSS were responsible for all organised attacks ; Sikhs for killing. 
loot, argon and occupation. 

(12) AMilitery in tho Aes wher 

occupation while it stood by. it constantly harassed 


Maslims i in Gisturbed areas and helped the insurgents. | 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com 


